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Calendar · .. · · 

NOVEMBER 
•!• Cooperative Opportunities in a 

Global Economy, Nov. 7-8, Hyatt 
Regency, Minneapolis, Minn. 8th 
Annual Farmer Cooperative Confer
ence. For more info: UW Center for 
Cooperatives, www.wisc.edu/uwcc/ 
fc/fc.html. 

•!• DBIC Turning Chaos into Control: 
Milk to Artisanal Masterpiece Con
ference, Nov. 8-10, UW River-Falls, 
Wis. Encouraging cheesemakers to 
produce new artisanal cheeses and 
show participants how to use exist
ing equipment to convert milk into 
a masterpiece. Contact: Ranee May, 
715-425-3 702. 

•!• Woodbury Coun ty Organic Grow
ers Conference, Nov. 9-10, Bluff's 
Area Family Center, 903 Topaz Dr., 
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa. Keynote speak
ers, Ellen Huntoon, U.S. Senate 
Agriculture Committee, on The 
Future of Farm Subsidies and Farm 
Bill 2007; Fred Kirschenman n, 
Leopold Center, on The Philosophy 
of Family Farming & Agriculture of 
the Middle. Contact: 712-279-6609, 
r m arq use e@si o ux- city. o rg, 
www.woodbury-ia.com/depart
ments/EconomicDevelopment/ 
con fl. asp. 

•!• A Creative Quiescence, Sixth Annual 
Fall Harvest Gathering for Women 
in Sustainable Agriculture, Nov. 11-
13, Good Earth Village, Spring 
Valley,Miim. Contact: Cassi Johnson, 
cassi@wfan.org, 319-354-3760. 
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•!• Aldo Leopold and Prairie Weather, 
Display of George Olson illustra
tions, Nov. 13-20, Arts for Living 
Center, Seventh and Washington, 
Burlington. Olson is the illustrator of 
a new book, The Elemental Prairie. 
Con tact: Jerry or Lois Rigdon, 
319-753-2661. 

•!• Fifth Annual Iowa Organic Confer
ence, Nov. 14, Scheman Building, 
Iowa State University, Ames. Contact: 
ISU Organic Agriculture Program, 
acmckem@iastate.edu, 515-294-5116. 

•!• Forum on Energy Efficiency in 
culture, Nov. 14-16, Embassy Suites 
Hotel, Des Moines. Conference will 
highlight energy efficiency technolo
gies, policies and actions that can 
contribute to sustainabili ty of farms, 
ranches and rural businesses. For 
utility companies, regulators, ag 
agencies, researchers, educators and 
farm leaders. Contact: Amy Swenson, 
Iowa Energy Center, 515-294-4391, 
swenson@energy.iastate.edu. 

•!• Experience The Diversity of Food: 
Production through Consumption, 
Nov. 17-18, Sheraton Four Points 
Hotel, Cincinnati, Ohio. Regional 
and national experts discuss issues 
related to production, marketing 
and consumption of ethnic and 
cultural foods. For more info: 
www.ces.purdue.edu/dearborn/ 
diversityconf.htm. 

•!• Leopold Celebration: Harvest Lec
ture, "A! do Leopold and Prairie" pre
sented by Bob Sayre, Nov. 19, 
2:30pm, Arts for Living Center, 

Seventh and Washington, Burlington. 
Contact: Jerry or Lois Rigdon, 
319-753-2661. 

DECEMBER 
•!• The New Rural America: Partners 

and Progress, Dec. 7, 8:30am-4pm, 
Hilton San Francisco, 333 O'Farrell 
St., San Francisco. National commu
nity economic development sympo
sium examines communities in ru
ral America that are breaking all of 
the molds. Join community develop
ment practitioners, policy-makers, 
local officials and residents as they 
share stories of success and outline 
pitfalls to avoid. More info: http:// 
nw.orglnetworkltraining/upcoming/ 
rura1Symposium05.asp 

•!• Marketing & Food Systems Work
shop, Dec. 8, 8:30am-4pm, Gateway 
Hotel & Conference Center, Ames. 
Leopold Center Marketing & Food 
Systems Initiative Workshop. Con
tact: Rich Pirog 515-294- 1854 or 
rspirop@iastate.ed u. 

, JANUARY 

•!• PFI Annual Conference, Jan. 13-14, 
Des Moines Airport Holiday Inn, 
www. practicalfarmers.org. 

•!• Midwest Value Added Agriculture 
Conference, Jan. 27-28, Plaza Hotel 
and Suites, Eau Claire, Wis. For more 
info: www.rivercountryrcd.org/ 
VACo/o20info.htm. 

FEBRUARY 
•!• Sixth Annual Water Monitoring 

Conference: Health and Economic 
Impacts of Water Quality, Feb. 16-
17, Benton Auditorium, Scheman 
Building, An1es. 
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Swine Herd Health Workshop info available online 
In July, PFI held a swine herd 

health workshop in conjunction with 
Dan and Lorna Wilson's field day 
near Paullina. Two presenters 
brought participants up to date in 
two critical areas in alternative swine 
production systems. 

Dave Stender, Extension Swine 
Specialist from Northwest Iowa, 
demonstrated why the niche pork 
producer requires a different set of 
strategies and priorities than the con
ventional producer. This is some-

thing that many lenders and consult
ants-and even some producers
don't fully grasp. 

Dr. Kurt Van Hulzen described a 
practical yet thorough approach to 
keeping pigs healthy in alternative sys
tems. Kurt is a vet who gets to know 
clients and their systems well enough 
that he can work effectively with them 
in eliminating disease outbreaks and 
restructuring their systems for herd 
health. Kurt has agreed to take over 
development of the Herd Health 

Guide for Alternative Swine Systems. 
The slides and audio for these two 

sessions can be found on the PFI home 
page, www.practicalfarmers.org. Just 
click on Programs, Farming Systems 
Program, Farming Systems Related Re
sources. Then choose the Herd Health 
and Production Strategies link. After 
you select a talk, you can choose a con
nection speed appropriate for your situ
ation. Faster speed settings have better 
quality sound, but may sound choppy 
if your connection can't keep up. 

HarvestVValk ____________________________________ __ 
(continued from pg 17) 

There are billions of minute crea
tures in a couple of scoops of soil. The 
molds and fungi begin to eat the crop 
residue, but the debris has little nitro
gen in it. So the bacteria begin to di
gest the inorganic nitrite of the 
anhydrous ammonia and convert it 
to organic nitrates. After devouring 
all the nitrogen sources that are avail
able, the first round of organisms 
dies and is consumed by larger crea
tures. This cycle of devouring and be
ing devoured builds the level of 
organic nitrogen in the earth so that 
the new spring plants can assimilate 
them with average yields of 51 bush
els of beans or 163 bushels of corn per 
acre for Pocahontas County. Crea
tures that are large enough to move 
between the layers of the soil-such 
as insects, earthworms, centipedes and 
millipedes-move to the surface to 
obtain organic material, and then take 
it down deep, leaving vertical holes 
that allow air and moisture to sink 
into the earth. 

When the temperatures drop be
low freezing, the frost creates a beauti
ful, crystalline look, a white dream dust 
that sparkles on the landscape. The 
landscape is a simple monochromatic 
juxtaposition: fallow fields, brown trees 
and a somber sky. As the wind picks 
up, the sky becomes a stratified mix
ture of light and dark clouds inter
spersed with bands of blue. The tem
perature drops again, and the first win
ter storm starts moving in from the west. 

Since I own land inherited from 
my grandparents and given me by 
my parents, I profit financially from 
status-quo agriculture. But I wonder 
about the cost. What is the long-term 
effect of a system that jeopardizes the 
ecosystem of the rural landscape to 
such an extreme degree? I also won
der about the effect of modern agri
culture on rural neighborhoods. For 
instance, it is hard to ignore the 
inverse correlation between the trend 
toward larger farms and the declin
ing population of Pocahontas County. 

I have mixed feelings of nostalgia 
and disenchantment, love and disdain as 
I walk along the road where I grew up. 
The feelings are strong, and the inner 
wrestling match seems overwhelming at 
times. Being in the country is part of my 
salvation, but it also disturbs me. I like 
being there with my camera and observ
ing the machinery of harvest. I enjoy 
breathing the cool air and stopping to 
visit my parents' retired neighbors. Of
ten they serve me a cup of coffee and a 
dish of apple crisp. However, how much 
should I accept the status-quo agri-busi
ness and how much should I try to 
change it? Then the big question-the 
one I would just as soon avoid___:stares 
me in the face: "Is it possible to alter the 
system oflowa row-crop agriculture and 
its lack of ecological diversity, or must it 
roll on-even if it has reckless conse
quences for the natural community and 
the people community-before future 
generations of farmers and the public at 
large come to their senses and insist on 
change?" That is the kind of winter that 
scares me.~ 
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PFI Merchandise ·--4:;-
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Be a proud PFI member! 
Wear a PFI shirt, cook with a PFI apron, 
shop with a PFI tote bag ... 

Casual Cap---$12 
Khaki, Velcro closure, "Healthy Food, 
Diverse Farms, Vibrant Communities" 
tagline printed on back. 
Made in the USA. 

___ QTY ___ $ 

Farmer Cap---$8 
Summer style farmer cap with light 
denim cotton front and mesh back. 
Made in the USA. 

___ QTY ___ $ 

T-shirt-$10 
Heavyweight, 6.1 oz 
100% cotton jersey inS, L-2XL. 
White with full-color Buy Fresh, 
Buy Local logo on front. 

___ QTY ___ .SIZE _ __ .$ 

GroceryTote-$1 0 
Natural color 100% cotton canvas 
tote with full color Buy Fresh, 
Buy Local logo. Perfect for grocery 
shopping, or taking to the 
farmers market. 
Made in the USA. 

_ __ QTY $ 
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Wear your love of local foods with PFI's 
new Buy Fresh, Buy Local campaign logo. 
Beautiful design, dazzling colors! 

Posters-$5 each, $20 for five. 
$3 each for orders of 10 or more. 
11 W' X 13" 

___ .QTY ___ $ 

Apron-$15 
White, 8 oz. 100% cotton canvas, 
26" -long, adjustable 
neck strap, tie straps 

___ QTY ___ $ 

Sub-Total __ _ 

Shipping & Handling __ _ 

-$3 for the first item, $1 for each additional item. 

Poster Shipping & HandLing 
- $2 for up to 5, $1 extra for each additional 5 posters. 

TOTAL __ _ 

Please make checks payable to PFI. Or use credit card form 
on next page. 
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_r_;._ .: Join PFI 

Support Our Efforts -
This annual membership is a: 
0 new membership 

Sustain Our Work 
My interest in joining PFI is primarily as a: 
0 farmer/grower 

0 renewal 

I am joining at the level of: 
0 Student-$15 

0 non-farmer (You will have the opportunity to expand 
upon this when you receive your membership infor
mation form.) 

0 Individual-$25 
0 Farm or Household-$35 
0 Organization (including businesses, agencies, not-for

profit groups)-$50 

Each membership includes one vote and one subscription 
to The Practical Farmer. 

Sustain PFI 
For the sake of the long term health and vitality ofPFI, we ask you to consider making a donation above and beyond 

your membership fee. Donation without membership is also welcome. Donors who give $100 and above will receive 
a special gift and will receive an invitation to our annual Cooperators and Partners Banquet. 

I would like to make a tax deductible donation to PFI in the amount of: 

0 $1,000 0$500 0$250 0$100 0$50 0$ _ _ _ 

Individual or Farm or Organization Name: ___________________________ _ 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________ _ 

City, State, ZIP: _ _ ________________________________ _ 

~~aryPhone(withareaood~:·------------------------------~ 

Alternate Phone (with area code): _____ ___ ______________________ _ 

E-mail: _______________________________________ _ _ 

* For Farm/Household membership, please list names of persons included. 

* For Organization membership, please list one or two contact persons. 

Payment: 

Total:$ _ _____ = $. ____ membership +$ ____ donation + $ ____ merchandise (from opposite page) 

0 Check or money order enclosed. (Please make payable to "Practical Farmers of Iowa.") 

0 Credit Card 0 Visa 0 MasterCard 0 Discover 

Card Number ------------------------ -------------
Expiration Date ____________ Signature ____________________ _ 

27 



Our Vision for Iowa 
Food that is celebrated 

for its freshness 

and flavor 

Practical Farmers of Iowa 
P.O. Box 349 

Ames, lA. 5001 0 
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