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Swine Herd Health Workshop info available online

In July, PFI held a swine herd
health workshop in conjunction with
Dan and Lorna Wilson’s field day
near Paullina. Two presenters
brought participants up to date in
two critical areas in alternative swine
production systems.

Dave Stender, Extension Swine
Specialist from Northwest Iowa,
demonstrated why the niche pork
producer requires a different set of
strategies and priorities than the con-
ventional producer. This is some-

Harvest Walk

thing that many lenders and consult-
ants—and even some producers—
don’t fully grasp.

Dr. Kurt Van Hulzen described a
practical yet thorough approach to
keeping pigs healthy in alternative sys-
tems. Kurt is a vet who gets to know
clients and their systems well enough
that he can work effectively with them
in eliminating disease outbreaks and
restructuring their systems for herd
health. Kurt has agreed to take over
development of the Herd Health

Guide for Alternative Swine Systems.

The slides and audio for these two
sessions can be found on the PFI home
page, www.practicalfarmers.org. Just
click on Programs, Farming Systems
Program, Farming Systems Related Re-
sources. Then choose the Herd Health
and Production Strategies link. After
you select a talk, you can choose a con-
nection speed appropriate for your situ-
ation. Faster speed settings have better
quality sound, but may sound choppy
if your connection can’t keep up.

(continued from pg 17)

There are billions of minute crea-
tures in a couple of scoops of soil. The
molds and fungi begin to eat the crop
residue, but the debris has little nitro-
gen in it. So the bacteria begin to di-
gest the inorganic nitrite of the
anhydrous ammonia and convert it
to organic nitrates. After devouring
all the nitrogen sources that are avail-
able, the first round of organisms
dies and is consumed by larger crea-
tures. This cycle of devouring and be-
ing devoured builds the level of
organic nitrogen in the earth so that
the new spring plants can assimilate
them with average yields of 51 bush-
els of beans or 163 bushels of corn per
acre for Pocahontas County. Crea-
tures that are large enough to move
between the layers of the soil—such
as insects, earthworms, centipedes and
millipedes—move to the surface to
obtain organic material, and then take
it down deep, leaving vertical holes
that allow air and moisture to sink
into the earth.

When the temperatures drop be-
low freezing, the frost creates a beauti-
ful, crystalline look, a white dream dust
that sparkles on the landscape. The
landscape is a simple monochromatic
juxtaposition: fallow fields, brown trees
and a somber sky. As the wind picks
up, the sky becomes a stratified mix-
ture of light and dark clouds inter-
spersed with bands of blue. The tem-
perature drops again, and the first win-
ter storm starts moving in from the west.

Since I own land inherited from
my grandparents and given me by
my parents, I profit financially from
status-quo agriculture. But I wonder
about the cost. What is the long-term
effect of a system that jeopardizes the
ecosystem of the rural landscape to
such an extreme degree? I also won-
der about the effect of modern agri-
culture on rural neighborhoods. For
instance, it is hard to ignore the
inverse correlation between the trend
toward larger farms and the declin-
ing population of Pocahontas County.

I have mixed feelings of nostalgia
and disenchantment, love and disdain as
I walk along the road where I grew up.
The feelings are strong, and the inner
wrestling match seems overwhelming at
times. Being in the country is part of my
salvation, but it also disturbs me. I like
being there with my camera and observ-
ing the machinery of harvest. I enjoy
breathing the cool air and stopping to
visit my parents’ retired neighbors. Of-
ten they serve me a cup of coffee and a
dish of apple crisp. However, how much
should I accept the status-quo agri-busi-
ness and how much should I try to
change it? Then the big question—the
one I would just as soon avoid—stares
me in the face: “Is it possible to alter the
system of lowa row-crop agriculture and
its lack of ecological diversity, or must it
roll on—even if it has reckless conse-
quences for the natural community and
the people community—before future
generations of farmers and the public at
large come to their senses and insist on
change?” That is the kind of winter that
scares me. °%



PFl Merchandise

Be a proud PFI member!
Wear a PFl shirt, cook with a PFl apron,
shop with a PFl tote bag...

Casual Cap—$12

Khaki, Velcro closure, “Healthy Food,
Diverse Farms, Vibrant Communities”
tagline printed on back.

Made in the USA.

Qry $

Farmer Cap—$8

Summer style farmer cap with light
denim cotton front and mesh back.
Made in the USA.

QryY $

T-shirt—$10
Heavyweight, 6.1 oz BUY FRESH
100% cotton jerseyin S, L-2XL. L
White with full-color Buy Fresh, SRR ¢

Buy Local logo on front. e

QTY SIZE $

Grocery Tote—$10

Natural color 100% cotton canvas
tote with full color Buy Fresh,

Buy Local logo. Perfect for grocery
shopping, or taking to the

farmers market.

Made in the USA.

Qry $
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Wear your love of local foods with PFl’s
new Buy Fresh, Buy Local campaign logo.
Beautiful design, dazzling colors!

- B UY FRESH
BUY LOCAL«
Posters—3$5 each, $20 for five. % .L&ﬂ ‘4
$3 each for orders of 10 or more. i ¢

11%"x13" RV 2, W, 4

QTY $

Apron—$15

‘White, 8 oz. 100% cotton canvas,
26”-long, adjustable

neck strap, tie straps

QrY $

Sub-Total

Shipping & Handling

—5%3 for the first item, $1 for each additional item.

Poster Shipping & Handling
—$2 for up to 5, §1 extra for each additional 5 posters.

TOTAL

Please make checks payable to PFL Or use credit card form
on next page.




Join PFI

Support Our Efforts ~ Sustain Our Work

This annual membership is a: My interest in joining PFI is primarily as a:

U new membership J farmer/grower

O renewal U non-farmer (You will have the opportunity to expand
Iam joining at the level of upon this when you receive your membership infor-

O Student—$15 mation form.)

O Individual—$25

O Farm or Household—$35

O Organization (including businesses, agencies, not-for-
profit groups)—$50

Each membership includes one vote and one subscription
to The Practical Farmer.

Sustain PFI

For the sake of the long term health and vitality of PFI, we ask you to consider making a donation above and beyond
your membership fee. Donation without membership is also welcome. Donors who give $100 and above will receive
a special gift and will receive an invitation to our annual Cooperators and Partners Banquet.

1 would like to make a tax deductible donation to PFI in the amount of:
1 $1,000 [ $500 0 $250 0 $100 0 $50 as

Individual or Farm or Organization Name:

Mailing Address:

City, State, ZIP:

Primary Phone (with area code):

Alternate Phone (with area code):

E-mail;

* For Farm/Household membership, please list names of persons included.
* For Organization membership, please list one or two contact persons.

Payment:
Total: $ = § membership + $ donation + $ merchandise (from opposite page)

U Check or money order enclosed. (Please make payable to “Practical Farmers of Iowa.”)
O CreditCard Visa [ MasterCard [ Discover
Card Number

Expiration Date Signature
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