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NOTES AND NOTICES

POSITIONS, INTERNSHIPS

The Minnesota Department of Agriculture has adver-
tised for an additional sustainable agriculture on-farm re-
search coordinator. The person hired will work with farmers
and prepare educational materials. Required is a bachelor’s
degree in an agriculture-related discipline and two years of
relevant experience. Salary is $22-27,000. The bad news
is that the application deadline was May 1. The good news
is that they will probably soon be hiring for a similar position.
Contact Richard Gauger, Director, Energy and Sustainable
Agriculture Project, Minnesota Department of Agriculture,
90 W. Plato Blvd., St. Paul, Minnesota, 55107, (612)-297-
1320.

The Center for Rural Affairs, a sustainable farming and
rural advocacy organization in eastern Nebraska, is seeking
15-month interns. These interns will assist farmers in Cedar
County, Nebraska, in conducting on-farm demonstrations,
help develop a video for use in farmer workshops, work with
sustainable agriculture organizations around the midwest,
and help develop papers on policy issues in sustainable
agriculture. For more information, contact Chuck Hasse-
brook, Box 405, Walthill, Nebraska, 68067, (402)-846-
5428.

The Meadowcreek Project provides individuals with
interest in the areas of sustainable agriculture/horticulture,
applied ecology, alternative energy and/or environmental
education with internship opportunities. A 10-week course
of work and study begins in September. There are also a
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limited number of internships for a 27-week extension of the
work/study program. There is a tuition charge, but full- and
partial scholarships are available. Contact Pat Muntz, Mead-
owcreek Project, Fox, Arkansas, 72051, (501)-363-4500.

LEAVE YOUR MARK ON HISTORY

The Department of Special Collections in the lowa State
University Library has established The Archives of American
Agriculture, This Archive has an active program of collecting
unpublished materials relating to all aspects of American
agriculture. In recent years the AAA has sought out with
some success materials from persons and organizations
active in alternative agriculture. In order to strengthen its
resources in this increasingly important part of agriculture,
the AAA would like to invite any members of the Practical
Farmers of lowa to consider depositing their own papers in
the Archives. Of particular interest would be records of any
tests or projects undertaken to evaluate various methods of
implementing alternative or sustainable agriculture.

For further information please contact:
Stanley Yates
Curator, AAA
Department of Special Collections
The Parks Library
lowa State University
Ames, lowa 50011 (515)294-6672

PRESIDENT’S BEEF

Those who followed the trade difficulties between the
USDA and the Europeans on the subject of meat from
animals treated with growth hormones may be interested to
know where former president, Ronald Reagan, and his
family got their meat. Mark Dowie has reported (“Reagan:
Hold the Steroids”, Mother Jones 9(8):9, October, 1984)
that Reagan did not buy his meat from a USDA-inspected
grocery store. Instead, carefully selected calves were brought
to his ranch where they were raised as steers, without using
hormmones (such as anabolic steroids). These animals were
slaughtered by Reagan's personal butcher, and the meat was
distributed to all the family members, except for one daugh-
ter who is a vegetarian.
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FROM THE COORDINATOR’S DESK

Have you ever felt as if you're the only PFl member in the
county? You may be! Still, there are more than twice as
many members as there were a year ago. From the number
of references to Practical Farmers of lowa and sustainable
agriculture that you see in the news these days, you would
think there are thousands of us. Actually, the number
presently stands at 280. Maybe that doesn’t seem like much,
but I'm happy for every single one of those memberships!

The map shows in-state PFI members by county. PH
cooperator farms are marked with a star. As you can see,
there are strong areas and weak ones. The southern part of

the state has not joined PF1 in a big way. Maybe this is partly
because our most visible activities are in row-cropping. If yc
have ideas for spreading the PFI message in southem lowa,
I'd like to hear them.

The map reminds me of the importance of “seeds”. The
enthusiasm of a single person is often contagious. One such
member will draw the attention of others to the organization.
In spite of all the recent publicity, I'm still convinced PFI’s best
advertising is word-of-mouth,
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Practical Farmers of lowa Members by County, April 1989



SONG IN A YEAR OF CATASTROPHE

I began to be followed by a woice saying:
“It can't last. It can't last.

Harden yourself. Harden yourself.

Be ready. Be ready.”

“Go look under the leaves,”

it said, “for what is living there
is long dead in your tongue.”
And it said, “Put your hands
into the earth. Live close

to the ground. Learn the darkness.
Gather round you all

the things that you love, name
their names, prepare

to lose them. It will be

as if all you know were turned
around within your body.”

And [ went and put my hands

into the ground, and they took root
and grew into a season'’s harvest.

[ looked behind the wveil

of the leaves, and heard voices

that | knew had been dead

in my tongue years before my birth.
[ learned the dark.

And still the voice stayed with me.
Waking in the early mornings,

I could hear it, like a bird

bemused among the leaves,

a mocking bird idly singing

in the autumn of catastrophe:

“Be ready. Be ready.

Harden yourself. Harden yourself.”
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And [ heard the sound

of a great engine pounding
in the air, and a voice asking:
“Change or slavery?
Hardship or slavery?”

and voices answering:
“Slavery! Slavery!”

And | was afraid, loving

what | knew would be lost.

Then the voice following me said:
“You have not yet come close enough.
Come nearer the ground. Learn

from the woodcock in the woods
whose feathering is a ritual

of the fallen leaves,

and from the nesting quail

whose speckling makes her hard to see
in the long grass.

Study the coat of the mole.

For the farmer shall wear

the greenery and the furrows

of his fields, and bear

the long standing of the woods.”

And | asked: “You mean a death, then?”
“Yes,” the voice said. “Die

into what the earth requires of you.”
Then | let go all holds, and sank

like a hopeless swimmer into the earth,
and at last came fully into the ease

and the joy of that place,

all my lost ones returning.

— Wendell Berry
from Farming: A Hand Book 1970
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, N.Y.

=
%) B S
= = £
M g &,
s £ =
- . = =
E = -~ ¢ T g
2 | £ % s
) g 2 £ B
= = ~ & & @&
Z s = ©
& | ¢ 3
= = g o
< T = g
Q g @ Z « =
| @ 5 & o o 4 <]
E EpP | 328 S8 ¢
< z O < 0 &8 & B A

At
@
B
2 <
o 8B
7] [l =
Ly o -~
&0 Cou—
. 8. EEE
"‘5 = P
O=.d
o =} @ o
¢ Z B | ¥5F _ 8
g = s, B o
o ~— ng [<F] =)
=) v [T E [To]
W > mmo [ gt
Nal OQH mmm
E vy o [} [L""g
o et :803 — %9
=t Y © O
= (7] O'—' om o
vt Q QJ'__,QJ 1 [<5)
) 3 %D Lag S
5 > » REm A/




12

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence to the PFI directors’ addresses

PRACTICAL FARMERS OF IOWA
MEMBERSHIP DISTRICTS

is always welcome.
District 1 (Northwest) Bob Graaf, RR 1, Palmer, %

50571. 712-359-7787. (
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District 2 (North Central) Dick Thompson, RR 2, "( 4 -|

Box 132, Boone, 50036. 515-432-1560.

District 3 (Northeast) Tom Frantzen, RR 2, New \

Hampton, 50659. 515-364-6426.

District 4 (Southwest) Ron Rosmann, Rt. 1, Box
177, Harlan, 51537. 712-627-4653.

District 5 (Southeast) Mark Mays, RR 2, Box 45,
Wilton, 52778. 319-732-2040.

Coordinator: Rick Exner, Room 2401, Agronomy
Hall, lowa State University, Ames, lowa 50011, 515-
294-1923.

Practical Farmers of Iowa
Rt. 2, Box 132 Boone, lowa 50036

Forwarding and Address
Correction Requested

LLl

{

Acknowledgement:

The Practical Farmer and the PFl on-farm demonstrations are supported,
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