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between rural and urban citizens of Louisa County.
1 Support from Shared Visions in 1995 was used for
‘everal evening tours of farms of local families

1 involved in alternative crops and farming practices.
Support in 1996 is being used to develop a direc-
tory of local producers who want to market directly
to area residents.

Hampton Area Rural
Development Action B
Committee - The goal of this
group is to investigate the
feasibility of adding value to
area crops and livestock. They
are currently looking closely at opportunities to
produce and market high-quality, antibiotic-free
pork.

Jefferson County
Group - This group’s goal is
to develop cooperation and
harmony among Jefferson
County residents and
collaboratively examine and
1 test ideas, crops, and products that are suited to
heir County and can help farm families be prosper-
-1 ous economically, socially, and environmentally.
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J
1

Magic Beanstalk CSA | =
- This Central lowa group’s - 1
goal is to create a local food
system, build community ties,
and expand awareness of the
relationships between food,
land, and people. They are reaching this goal by
developing a CSA. Shared Visions support during
1995 was used to hold field days and collect infor-
mation on labor requirements, harvest amounts,
and profits.

Neely-Kinyon Farm
Committee - This Adair
County group has been
planning research for a 160-
acre farm near Greenfield
that was given to the Wallace
Foundation for Rural Research and
Development. Shared Visions sup-
»ort is being used to investigate value-

added options that will support area farm families
and communities.

Northeast lowa Con- {
gregational Supported
Agriculture Group -
Members of this East-Central
lowa group share an interest
in working through area
churches to help farmers directly market their
products to congregation members. Their goal is to
develop a cooperative organization to locally
market diversified, healthy food products to their
communities while providing producers the ability
to be self-supporting.

Prairie Talk - This { =
Eastern lowa group’s goal is B
to create a sustainable,
supportive, people-oriented
community where consumers
and producers cooperate to
create a better world for themselves and genera-
tions to come. Shared Visions support is being
used to develop and plan for the use of an educa-
tional resource library on organic farming practices.

Promised Land Begin- | mmg
ning Farmer Program - = m
This group began by working
to establish a community-
based beginning farmer
program in the Grundy/
Hardin County area. Support from Shared Visions
is being used to create a guidebook for people
wanting to start farming.

Total Resources Man- g
agement Services - The {
goal of this Carroll County
group is to develop options
that allow livestock producers
to utilize their manure as a
resource instead of viewing that manure as a waste
material. They are interested in a variety of options,
but they are currently focusing on
manure brokering.
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the parasitic wasps. The wasps are released from
small cardboard capsules scattered around the field;
500 wasps per capsule, and 100 capsules per acre.
Zven so, the neighbors who came to a spring
orientation meeting at the monastery are still
talking about the trial, says Joe.

Mark Roose and Kris Giles described the alfalfa
weevil project. The weevil has naturally occurring
enemies in a fungal disease and several parasitic
wasps. Five or six days after a June rain, the fungus
wipes out the weevil.

Giles, Roose, and Phil Specht, in McGregor,
monitored the population and disease levels in the
weevil, sampling regularly and raising some weevil
larvae in test tubes. Because the fungus needs
moisture, Roose and Specht left a strip of alfalfa
uncut at the first harvest to act as an incubator for
the fungus. See the research report in this newslet-
ter.

The workshop discussion turned to other insect
pests and other biocontrol techniques. Tom Wahl
has grafted diseased stems of multiflora rose onto
roses in a pasture, and the grafts have reportedly
seen successful. Plant pathologists are still studying
the potential of this disease to spread to cultivated
roses.

ISU entomologist John Obrycki described a new
project to control corn borer through a
microsporidim organism named Nosema (no-SEE-
ma). PFIand Obrycki have received support for on-
farm research with this biocontrol in 1996. Two
new cooperators are needed to participate with this
project.

What About an Off-Farm Job?

Panel members: Kathy Koether, Mark Bruns,
Mike Reicherts, Joan Blundall (moderator)
video available

What are the pluses and minuses of working off
the farm? Contrary to popular thought, our panel
members noted more advantages, but didn’t make
light of the fact that working elsewhere changes
‘arm and family dynamics. Joan Blundall shared a
social/historical perspective of people considering
off-farm employment as negative or as a weakness.

In our current perspective, it is a fact of life for
many, and may have both positive and negative
aspects. Off-farm work may be a short- or long-
term strategy to meet an individual's and the farm
business needs. Panel members shared three
different strategies for helping meet their personal
and family goals.

Mark Bruns enjoys his work in a machine shop
where, in addition to manufacturing, he provides
training for developmentally disabled people. By
cutting back on acres farmed, he finds rewards from
both professions and no longer feels the competi-
tion with neighbors for more land. Relaxing the
financial burden, also allows him to concentrate on
improving the genetics in his ewe flock.

Kathy Koether loves the farm, but always
wanted a teaching career. She has combined
teaching and additional schooling with their family
farming goals. Kathy shared that “her family has
always supported her work,” and that “training
opportunities are out there; you only have to look
to find them!”

Major changes in farm enterprises and farm
management philosophy led Mike Reicherts to
work part-time for another farmer, for what he
considers a transition period. Mike stressed not to
view life changes as negative. Change is stressful
and alters how the farm and family operate, but for
him has been a growing experience. This may not
have been the path he would have chosen, but is
making a positive experience of it,

Hoop House Hog Production

Participants: Mark Honeyman, Archie Kuntz,
Laurie Connor, Vic Madsen (moderator)
video available, additional material available

Laurie Connor started the session reporting on
her research in Manitoba, Canada, where she has
compared hoop structures with conventional ones
for grower-finisher pigs and dry sows. She said the
first 7-14 days are a critical period for young pigs
that enter the hoop system in winter. Because the
group may not have the total body mass necessary
to heat the space, temporary drop ceilings can be
useful.
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“A/B” FERTILITY TRIALS

TRT “B” DIFFERENCE
YLD COMMENT
YIELD TRT YIELD LSD YLD | $ BENEFIT
(bu) | COST | DIFF. | .~ = |SIG.|OF TRT “A”
144.7 $8.00 5.9 . 2.7 $13.00 CORN PLANTING CONDITIONS
WERE MUCH BETTER IN 1995
75 AFTER 1994 BERSEEM. LATE
SPRING SOIL NO3 = 32 PPM
BALES/ (HIGH). 4 REPS ONLY. BOTH
4 ACRE TREATMENTS RECEIVED 146 LBS
TONS/ N. DOUBLE ROW CORN BUT NOT
0.75 ACRE HIGH POPULATION

142.2

$4.87

4.2

STALK NITRATE IN MANURED
CORN LOW: 119 PPM. 1,300 PPM
IN PURCHASED N CORN

N.S. 6.5 ($17.03)

178.1

$26.76

-10.6

LATE SPRING NO3: 11 PPM, STALK
NITRATE 173 PPM (60 LBS), 447
PPM (120 LBS)

($16.82)

138.3

1.0

N.S. 7.1

range for stalks is 700-2,000 ppm
nitrate. The corn that received only

purchased N averaged 1,300 ppm, while
the manured corn showed only about
120 ppm! Maybe the first results from
the late spring test were the right results!
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Table 3. Preliminary Results for Deep-Banding Trials on Farmers’ Fields

Crop |Site Tillage | Control | P broad | P deep |K broad (K deep | P& K |P & K Significance
broad |.deep for:
-- bushels per acre -- Rate | Placement
Corn |1 NT 129 130 132 135 141 133 131 K K
Corn |2 NT 115 122 122 118 130 133 130 K K
Corn |3 NT 121 127 130 127 122 130 128 P P
Corn |4 NT 173 183 184 176 179 185 197 K K
Corn |5 NT 121 125 130 125 136 129 129 ns ns
Corn |Alert RT 122 130 133 112 139 140 144 K K
Corn |Bauer RT 132 144 138 142 143 135 147 P&K ns
Corn |Davidson 1 |RT 152 155 154 157 156 165 154 ns ns
Corn |Davidson 2 |RT 141 143 147 144 144 140 145 ns ns
Corn |Grau RT 133 131 133 127 133 140 136 ns ns

435 | 47.1 | 492 | 507 | 445 | 470 | K | s

Beans

*(10%)
Beans |2 NT 35,1 57.5 534 | 545 534 | 535 57.7 ns ns
Beans |3 NT 39.7 41.2 39.2 | 43.1 42.7 425 | 445 ns ns
Beans | Alert RT 39.7 37.9 41.6 | 399 41.1 39.0 45.9 ns ns
Beans |Bauer RT 324 35.5 37.8 | 333 329 | 364 | 393 P ns
Beans |Davidson |RT 49.8 50.2 47.1 48.0 47.2 46.7 48.3 ns ns
Beans |Grau RT 44.0 47.8 48.2 47.1 46.4 46.0 47.4 P ns
Beans |Thompson |[RT 59.6 62.1 58.5 61.2 60.9 60.2 62.9 ns ns

ns = not significant difference ~ NT = no-till RT = ridge-till

* Rate was significant only at the 10 percent level (90 percent statistical confidence).

check treatment, but the cost of the band out- placement may be especially important in the
weighed the yield benefit. reduced tillage systems that many PFI members use.
Part of the difficulty is the number of variables.

PFI cooperators have been working with ISU These include changes in weather from year to
agronomist Antonio Mallarino, who is also carrying year, and changes from farm to farm in fertilizer
out his own extensive trials of fertilizer placement. formulations, rates, placement, and soils. A group
PFI cooperators have been doing starter and fertil- of cooperators is collaborating with Mallarino to get
izer placement trials for years. No consistent some answers.

picture has emerged, despite indications that
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CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence to the PFl directors’ addresses is always welcome,
Member contributions to the Practical Farmer are also welcome and
will be reviewed by the PFI board of directors.

District 1 (Northwest): Paul Mugge, 6190 470% St., Sutherland,
51058. (712) 446-2414.
Colin Wilson, 5482 450 St., Paullina, 51046. (712) 448-2708.

District 2 (North Central): Doug Alert, PFI Vice President, 972 110th
St., Hampton, IA 50441. (515) 456-4328.

Don Davidson, RR 1, Box 133, Grundy Center, 50638. (319) 824-
6347.

District 3 (Northeast): Walter Ebert, RR 1, Box 104, Plainfield,
50666. (319) 276-4444.
Dan Specht, RR 1, McGregor IA 52157, (319) 873-3873.

District 4 (Southwest): Robert Bahrenfus, 15365 S. 12th Ave. E.
Grinnell, 1A 50112. (515) 236-4566.

Vic Madsen, 2186 Goldfinch Ave., Audubon, 50025. (712) 563-
3044,

District 5 (Southeast): David Lubben, PFl President, RR 3, Box 128,
Monticello, IA 52310. (319) 465-4717.

Jeff Olson, 2273 140" St., Winfield, 52659. (319) 257-6967.

PFl Executive Vice President & Treasurer: Dick Thompson,
2035 190™® St., Boone, 50036. (515) 432-1560.

Coordinators: Rick Exner, Gary Huber, Room 2104, Agronomy Hall,
ISU, Ames, lowa, 50011. (515) 294-1923.

Internet: dnexner@iastate.edu  x1ghuber@exnet.iastate.edu
Public Relations Coordinator: Maria Vakulskas Rosmann, 1222
Ironwoed Rd., Harlan, 51537. (712) 627-4653.
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