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GOVERNOR AWARDS PFI 
FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE 

With tremendous pride, on behalf of all PFI members, Dick and 
Sharon Thompson accepted an award for environmental excellence 
from the Honorable Governor Tom Vilsack on January 22, 2002 at 
the Iowa State Capital. This is the second year for the Governor's 
Iowa Environmental Excellence Award. It is designed to "recog­
nize business, organizations, and citizens who have excelled in envi­
ronmental sustainability, demonstrating leadership, innovation, and a 
comprehensive environmental ethic in managing natural resources. " 

Sharon and Dick Thompson accept 
the Governor's Award 

The program notes salute 
PFI as a " ... leader in both 
sustainable agriculture and 
innovative marketing. PFI has 
partnered with Iowa State 
University to take the concept 
of sustainable agriculture out of 

(Award continues on page 2) 

Susan Zacharakis-Jutz 
Elected PFI President 

Hope and enthusiasm mark Susan 
Zacharakis-Jutz's PFI Presidency. It's an office 
she assumed on January 19, 2002, following 
a unanimous election by the Board of Direc­
tors. She succeeds Colin Wilson who fulfilled a 
two-year term as President while Susan was 

(PFI President continues on page 2) 
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"In the midst of all the bleak­
ness, there's hope. Practical 
Farmers of Iowa represents 
that hope." 

People - whether farmers or consumers - need 
to support us. PFI staff wouldn't have stuck with it 
so long if they hadn't been passionate about what 
the organization represents." 

(Editor's note: Susan welcomes comments from PFI 
members. Her contact information is on the back of 
the newsletter. And here's an insider's tip- the best 
time to reach Susan is between 7 PM and 9 PM.) 'f 

HIGHUGHTS OF ANNUAL MEETING 

Jody Larson, Event Coordinator 

Well the Annual Meeting/Winter Workshop has 
come and gone again - and what a wonderful event 
it was! I hope that you'll enjoy the photos on the 
next pages. There were over 350 people in atten­
dance on Saturday joining fellow PFI members in a 

Jody Larson took on organiz­
ing the Annual Meeting with 
enthusiasm and grace. 

filled day. Mark 
Ritchie , President of 
Institute for Agricul­
ture and Trade 
Policy, addressed 
the group in the 
morning. PFI 
members were able 
to attend three of 
the eighteen various 
workshops offered. 
[Workshop summa­
ries as reported by 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

At several district meetings on January 19, 
members elected new board members. They are: 
Leo Benjamin, replacing Colin Wilson in District 1; 
Nina Biensen replacing Ron Brunk in District 2; and 
Verlan VanWyk replacing Barney Bahrenfuse in 
District 4. These folks had instant job training as 
they attended their first board meeting at 5 PM on 
the same day they were elected and again three 
weeks later in conjunction with the cooperators' 
meeting. (See p .16.) Hopefully you have had or 
will have a chance to become better acquainted with 
your board representatives at late winter district 
meetings. Contact information for these and all 
board members is on the back of this newsletter. 

volunteers are 
available on the 
website, by email, or 
print. See page 6.] 

Throughout the 
day attendees could 
also visit the silent 
auction benefiting 
the youth camp, and 
view table exhibits 
from area organiza­
tions as well as 
posters displayed by 
PFI cooperators. 
The All Iowa Meal 

Mark Ritchie, of IATP, gave 
the keynote address. 

was again a huge sold-out success, offering ticket 
holders an array of delicious menu items from the 
farms of PFI members. 

PFI has a great, dedicated staff steering the 
ship filled with friendly and passionate members. 
Thank you to the PFI family for allowing me the 
chance to have a hand in organizing such an 
important event. If you have further comments or 
questions about the PFI Winter Workshops, please 
email me at <JodyiLarson@yahoo.com> or call me 
at 515-7 33-2411. I hope to see you next year! 'i 































18 the Practical Farmer 

value of these materials . But composting carries a 
cost. 

First a general cautionary note: the economic 
numbers appearing with these trials is for illustrative 
purposes. A component of the project is putting 
better numbers on the costs of composting and 
manure handling. (See also the sidebar on pages 
20-21.) You will see some high costs for the 
treatments involving compost. In those cases the 
crops have been charged with labor and sometimes 
equipment for composting. Some people whether 
cropping operations should be charged with appli­
cation costs, let alone composting. Those costs are 
included in this report, but you may want to men­
tally reallocate them. Ditto for clover or cover crop 
seed. Any number of items in a farming system 

Any number of items in a farm­
ing system don't pencil out 
if considered in isolation. 

don't pencil out if considered in isolation. As ever, 
it will be up to you to factor the parts into the 
whole. 

Wayne and Ruth Fredericks, Osage, com­
pared compost and manure to a check treatment on 
the same plots used in a similar corn trial in 2000. 
In 2001 the soybeans responded positively to both 
manure and compost (Table 1), though late plant­
ing, aphids, hail, and early frost reduced overall 
yields. The cost of the compost treatment includes 
Wayne's time for piling and turning the compost as 

Table 1. Multiple Treatment Fertilizer and Manure Trials 
TREATMENT "A" 

PREVIOUS YIELD YIELD TRT $ COOPERATOR CROP SIGNIFI- DESCRIPTION STAT. CROP CANCE (bu. or T) COSTS BENEFIT 

FREDERICKS SOY- CORN * COMPOST, SPRING 34.0 a $17.31 -$8.54 
BEANS @ 6.7 T/ACRE 

MUGGE CORN OATS/ * COMPOST 133.3 a $16.09 $12.55 
CLOVER @ 12 (WET) T/ACRE 

NEELY- CORN SOYBEAN * k> TON COMPOST/ACRE 97.6 ab $29.10 -$29.10 
KlNYON 

(SPREADING COSTS ALONE): $6.12 

STRUTHERS CORN SOYBEANS CONTROL, NO 167.8 b $18.13 $0.00 
MANURE 

WILSON CORN SOYBEANS COMPOST APPLIED IN 128.4 a $25.16 $0.00 
SPRING 
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