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Planting Trials

In past years, PF| cooperators have carried out a
variety of tillage comparisons. Ted and Donna
Bauer, Audubon, have done several trials of 19-
inch versus 38-inch-row soybeans. In 1996,
because of planting delays, they custom hired a
drill for most of their beans. Ted compared the drill
to 19-inch rows that he created himself with a
double pass of the planter. This was a "proof of
concept" trial, since double planting would be
impractical on a large scale. Using average fixed
and variable costs for owned equipment, and
counting the expense of the second planter i ass! the two practices come out virtually equal, given that

there was no significant yield difference (Table 1)} Calculating expenses as a single pass of a 19-inch-
row planter, the row beans would come outbetter by about $6.39. Ted used custom planting rates for
both treatments and came up with little difference in total costs between the systems.

Dave and Lisa Lubben, Monticello, tried a seedbed firmer planter attachment for the second year in
1996 [Table 1)} Again there was no significant difference in yield, but yields with the firmer averaged
somewnat fower.
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“A/B” PLANTING AND VARIETY TRIALS

Table 1. “A/B” PLANTING AND VARIETY TRIALS
CROP TREATMENT “A” TREATMENT “B”

COOPER- TREAT-
ATOR YIELD

DESCRIPTION MENT |DESCRIPTION

.
(o) COST

BAUER SOYBEANS |10" DRILL 47.7 $32.77 19" ROW PLANTER
NEELY: SOYBEANS LT Oy 435 $29.17 DEKALB CX278
KINYON BEAN
NEELY- SOYBEANS 175000/ACRE 405 $23.94 225,000/ACRE LS201
KINYON ' ' L5201 ’ ’ '
LUBBEN CORN SEEDFFIEMER 136.1 $0.25 NO SEED FIRMER

ATTACHMENT
LUBBEN CORN IC'LOGRN)HI (BT 168.2 $33.00 CIBA 4394 (NON-BT)

TRT “B” DIFFERENCE
TREAT- YLD
YIELD YIELD YLD $ BENEFIT COMMENT
MENT LSD
(bu.) DIFF. SIG. OF TRT "A"
COST (bu.)
46.8 $26.38 09 18 N.S $6.39 LET 1 BENENTL = 80.28
: e F WITH 2ND PLANTER PASS
45.8 $22.89 23 1.7 * $43.30 M YEASS 368 FER B
SELLING PRICE
40.7 $30.79 0.1 13 N.S. -$6.85
140.0 $0.00 -39 9.6 N.S. -$0.25
4394 AND MAX 21 ARE
163.6 $27.67 4.6 3.9 ® $6.23 ISOLINES DIFFERING
ONLY IN THE BT GENE






