




Road to Cover Crops
and No-til

 Started Chisel plowing in 1987
 No-till drill in 2004
 All no-till 2014
 New way of managing manure 

evolved
 Easiest fields to transition to

no-till were those that had 
been chiseled longest and
history of manure in rotation



















Fit Manure into No-till 
and Cover-Crop with Wider 
Window of Small Grains
 Plan ahead-work with the weather
 No hard rule on how or when to plant or spread 
 Plant cover crop asap = $$$ and success
 Adjust rates of manure and cover crop based 

upon timing 
 Even spread pattern
 Manure will retain more moisture at planting time
 Liquid 5000-10000 gal.
 Dry 10-20 tons per acre
 Know your fields and fertility













Thank You to Practical Farmers of 
Iowa For Inviting Me To Speak!!!
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