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Prairie Strips



Incentivizing Conservation 
Practice Adoption



Agricultural Improvement Act of 2018

• Authorized Prairie Strips for CRP
• Included as a CLEAR practice



Conservation Reserve Program

• USDA Conservation Program 
• 10 or 15 year contracts 
• Provides Annual Rental Payment
• Requires establishment of conservation 

practices
• Cost share 
• Incentives
• Eligibility requirements for participation



Conservation Reserve Program – Iowa
October 2019 

Acres enrolled in CRP    1,702,549 
• 4th highest in nation
• 7.8% of nations total

Number of contracts 104,105
• Highest in nation  
• 17.7% of nations total

Average Rental Rate per Acre $221.92



Science and Policy

• USDA began formulating policy soon after the farm bill 
was passed

• Determined that Prairie Strips would become CRP 
Practice CP-43

• Coordinating with the ISU STRIPS team was important



Targeted Resource Concerns
Soil Erosion

• Sheet, Rill and Wind
• Concentrated flow

Water Quality 
• Excess nutrients
• Excess sediment



Targeted Resource Concerns
Inadequate Habitat for Wildlife
• Habitat degradation

Seeding design with emphasis on 
beneficial insect habitat.



How are Prairie Strips Different?
Allows a conservation planner to work with a 
client to establish perennial vegetation in 
locations to reduce erosion and intercept 
water flow, while making it farmable.



NRCS Conservation Practice Standards
A combination of NRCS practice standards
• 327 Conservation Cover
• 332 Contour Grass Strips
• 386 Field Border
• 393 Filter Strip
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CP-43 Prairie Strips
When designing prairie strips 
through the field to land 
greater or equal than 5% 
slope the row grade 
requirements in NRCS 
practice standard 332 contour 
grass strip must be applied.  
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CP-43 Prairie Strips

Size policy
• Minimum width is 30 feet
• Maximum width is 120 feet
• May not exceed 25% of the cropland area per field
• Width of an individual prairie strip may vary



CRP Signup 53



CP-43 Prairie Strips
Visit your local USDA Service Center to learn more.



Questions?
Alan Lange
Resource Conservationist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
alan.lange@usda.gov
(515) 323-2702

mailto:alan.lange@usda.gov
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