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What Oat Variety Should I Plant?
Standard Oat Selection 
Criteria

1. Yield
2. Test Weight 
3. Lodging Resistance/Height
4. Maturity
5. Disease Resistance

• Crown Rust
• BYDV

6. Adaptation 
(Geography/Climate)



What Oat Variety Should I Plant?

Why am I planting oats?

i. Milling Oats
ii. Oats for feed/straw (grain)
iii. Oats for forage (baleage, silage)
iv. Nurse crop for alfalfa or hay mix
v. Oats for cover crop seed
vi. Because Sarah Carlson told you to



Variety Selection:
Milling Oat

1. Test Weight
2. Crown rust resist. (fungicide?)
3. Yield 
4. Lodging Resistance
5. Geographic/Climate adaptation
6. Watch out for “Other Crop” (esp. wheat)
7. Recommended variety? (buyer)
Candidates: Saddle, Warrior, Rushmore, Sumo, 
Antigo, Natty, Reins 





Variety Selection:
Oat for Feed & Straw
1. Yield
2. Crown Rust Resistance (fungicide?)
3. Height / Lodging Resistance
Candidates: MN Pearl, Warrior, Rushmore, Saddle, 
Natty, Deon



Variety Selection:
Oat for Forage

1. Forage-Specific Oat (Laker, Everleaf, 
ForagePlus) 

2. Tall Oat (Goliath, Newburg, Morton, Deon)



Variety Selection:
Oat for a nurse crop for alfalfa or hay mix

(if taking for grain)

1. Early Maturity
2. Short or Medium Height
3. Good Standing
4. Crown Rust Resistant

Candidates: Reins, Sumo, Saddle, Rushmore, Antigo



Variety Selection:
Oat for Cover Crop 
Seed Production

1. PVP expired or no I.P.
2. Yield
3. Lodging Resistance
4. Crown Rust Resistance probably not an option

Candidates: Morton, Jerry, Ogle, Canadian?



Resources









Variety Selection:
Oat for Cover Crop

1. Cheap!
• Watch out for weed seed
• Watch out for germination
• Watch out for variety/crown rust resistance if 

you are taking forage/grazing

Candidates: Morton, Jerry, Ogle, 
V.N.S. = Variety Not Stated



Thank you!
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