
Growing the Next Generation of 
Farmers Through Grazing Cover Crops



History

● Century Old Farm
○ Established 1876
○ 145 years

● 5th Generation

● Turkeys Since 1958
● Organic Turkeys 2001
● Cow/Calf (180 head)
● Row Crops

○ Con. 380ac
○ Org. 520ac



Background

● Luther College
○ Environmental Studies 
○ 2014 Graduate 



Location
● Northeast Iowa

○ Driftless Region
○ NW of Decorah IA.

● River Bottom Ground
○ Subject to Flooding

● Bluffland Ground
○ Wildlife Damage



How We Started Grazing

● Hated Silos
○ Inefficient 
○ Labor Intensive

● Losing Money on Cattle 
○ Winter Feeding



Education
● Youtube Videos

● Erin Silva
● Gabe Brown
● Jim Gerrish

● Books
● Soil Health



Education
● NRCS

○ Contracts (CSP, EQIP)
● Diamond T Ag (Full Circle Nutrition)

○ Compost
○ Biological Products

● Prairie Creek Seed
○ Cover Crop Seed 



Why We Graze Covers
● Increase Soil & Animal Health

● Increase Plant Diversity

● Animal Behavior

● Reduce Winter Feed Expenses

● Increased Yield





Plant Diversity Salad Buffet



Seeded- 8/5/19 Seeded- 7/14/193 Weeks Apart 



Aug. 15th
(4.5 weeks after seeding)
(1.5 weeks after seeding)

Sep. 15th
(8.5 weeks after seeding)
(5.5 weeks after seeding)



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1AG4v5Sh8rFXs5nnBavmMF7pz9_2c_avI/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1AG4v5Sh8rFXs5nnBavmMF7pz9_2c_avI/view


Reduce Winter Feed 
Expenses 





Increase Yield
● 2017 Org. Field Avg. 140bpa
● 2019 Org. Field Avg. 173bpa



How We Graze Winter Stockpiled Cover 
Crops 



Strip Grazing
● Increase Grazing Days



Strip Grazing
● Increase Competition ● Better Consumption



Strip Grazing
● Even Distribution of Manure



Strip Grazing

● Snow Compaction



Strip Grazing
● Solar Wicking



Strip Grazing
● Wet Weather



Strip Grazing
● Eat Most Palatable First

● Will Have to Supplement 



Supplementation



Equipment









http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oy4oyvM7jDWtIFDOj0CPxACeHaZBNw3p/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oy4oyvM7jDWtIFDOj0CPxACeHaZBNw3p/view


Layout



http://drive.google.com/file/d/154BFDd3bv0r2phwut1Tpul5pnGywcfsy/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/154BFDd3bv0r2phwut1Tpul5pnGywcfsy/view


Paddock Size
● Trial & Error
● Formula

1 sq ft wet weight = 100gms
100gms x .2(20% DM) = 20 gms of DM
43560 x 20 = 871200 gms or 871 kg
871 x 2.2 = 1916 lbs of DM/ac



Whole Field
● Less Grazing Days

● Less Risk for Mudding
○ Mud by Water Tank 



● Travel Distance
● Water Access
● Acres
● Costs  



Resources 
● Gabe Brown

○ Youtube
○ “Dirt to Soil” 

● Jim Gerrish
○ Youtube (Strip grazing)
○ “Kick the Hay Habit” 



Robert Jewell
Phone- 563-379-8622

Email- jewero01@luther.edu


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37

