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Introduction

The Centra Sota story began in 1877 when farmers joined together to 
market milk and butter through a local creamery. In 1922, Producers 
Coop Creamery was formed and became the first cooperative to 
produce Land O Lakes Sweet Cream Butter. Since the 1940s, we have 
grown and acquired other cooperatives in central Minnesota, resulting 
in the name change to Centra Sota Cooperative.
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Introduction
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• Agronomy, Energy, Feed, 
Country Stores, 
Community Lawn Care

• 175 full-time employees
• 80 seasonal employees 
• 300,000 acres served 

across central Minnesota 
• Alfalfa, corn, soybeans, 

small grains, edible 
beans, potatoes

• Beef & dairy cattle, 
poultry, swine 

Our Vision: The Partner You Can Count 
On, Providing Real Solutions For Today 

and Tomorrow. 



• Born & raised on a dairy operation in 
Central Minnesota

• Founded the CSC Environmental 
Service Department 

• NRCS-TSP Licensed 
• Focus on nutrient management, cost 

share assistance, and soil health 
implementation



Conservation: Why Is A 
Retail Agriculture 

Cooperative Involved?

https://www.centrasota.com/


Sustainability is at 
the forefront of our 
customers demands. 

 Increased demand
 Government 
 Industry 
 Producers 
 Consumers 

 Future of Cooperative 
Producer Offerings
 Seed, Chemical, Fertilizer 

is not profitable anymore
 Expanding our clientele

 Local public partnerships 
 Company partnerships 6



Partnerships: The 
Future On Practice 

Adoption

https://www.centrasota.com/


Partnership Vision 
Partnerships are NEEDED to move the 
conservation needle forward!
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Partnerships – Key 1: 
Connections 

https://www.centrasota.com/


Current Centra Sota Conservation 
Partnerships  
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Partnerships – Key 2: 
Communication

https://www.centrasota.com/
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Kolby Beehler

Conservation 
Agronomist Position



Partnerships – Key 3: 
Management & 

Education

https://www.centrasota.com/


Management & Education Steps We Are 
Taking 

 Local Crop Advisor Education

 Conservation Basics (Cover Crops & Tillage) 

 USDA-NRCS/SWCD Cost-Share Expectations 

 Internal Conservation Guide

 Producer Education Events

 Winter Conservation Meetings

 Local Field Days

 General Public Education

 Cover Crop Of The Month Publications In Local 
Papers/Social Media 

 Continue To Build Our Environmental Services Team

 New Crop Advisors To Be Hired In A Conservation 
Agronomist Position



Summary
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Connections

Communication

Management & Education
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Thank you!
Amy Robak, CCA

arobak@centrasota.com
612.400.3974

www.centrasota.com

https://www.centrasota.com/
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