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Q?  How long did man bend over 
manually planting seeds in the 

ground.

A.  12,000 years BC – 1st domesticated 
agriculture

Let me tell you how this evolved. 



Teosinte versus modern corn; the grass family



The farm 
environment 
around 
1900s.

Iowa’s Homestead Act, 1862, granted an 
area of federal public land, typically 160 
acres, to any US citizen willing to settle 
and farm the land for at least 5 years. Of 
160 acres, about 60 acres was planted 
with corn for livestock & seed.

There was little commercial trade in 
corn because the ear of corn was 
covered with the husk.  The rapid 
removal of the husk was needed before 
commercial yields could be produced.  



Grain Seeders





Simple  mechanics 
controlled the 
amount of seed 
released. 
 

Hoosier Seed 
Sower
The Goshen, 
Goshen, IN





Labor Saving Invention





Twine 
added for 
hanging 
planters



A

B



A

B
There are 2 shoots, 
one from each 
canister to “bill”. 





A
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SEGMENT Corn and Bean Planter



A 

Automatic 
Planter

1891 Wood &
Metal Planter, 
single shaft, side 
mechanism for 
seed release.

B



2 row planter, 
seeds in tubes 
released with 
aggressive wrist 
action, rare





How do you husk corn?

Harvest



Circa 1880-1940



Corn was grown for livestock feed and seeds 
for next year’s crop.  Commercial sale of corn 
would wait until there was a mechanical way 
to remove the husk.  



Handheld, no moving parts, one-size 
fits all corn picking equipment

A
B







Husking peg or pin
 

Thumb stall,
 or thumb cot



1887 H.H. Perkinds, a 
Kewanee, IL farmer, 
applied for a patent for 
a slim, round piece of 
metal with a pointed 
end which was held to 
the hand by leather 
loops around the 
fingers.  

He called it a husking 

pin.  In 1889, the Boss 
Mfg. Co was formed.  



THE BOSS



Universal Husker, Pat 1882
Left-handed unit



Robert Thomas, 
Shenandoah, IA



Designed to help in 
grasping the ear or in 
husking and used on either 
hand.  The stalls slowed the 
wear on the thumb and 
extended the life of mittens 
or gloves.  The stalls were 
made of leather with metal 
spikes or chain mesh.  





Riveted full hand 
glove with 
husking pin.



Palm Hook Wrist Hook Thumb Hook



In 1892 Kees of Beatrice, NE introduced  
The Little Husker, describing it as a 
labor-saving invention.  

A





Palm Hooks



Palm Hooks

The Boss Thomas DANDY





A Common Sense brand, left handed 

B Thomas on Right

Palm Hooks

A

B





Wrist Hooks

A



Wrist hooks





Thumb Hooks

A



Hand Cranked Corn Sheller

By the 1930’s the days 
of the husker passed 
into history. Mechanical 
corn harvesting began 
with the tractor leading 
the way.

A few random pieces 
of this same story….









Ezra Brooks 
Liquor 

Decanter 1977 
honoring the 
Iowa farmer. 

A TOAST and 
Thank you to  
our agricultural 
workers.

The History of Ordinary Things
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