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• Choose Iowa Grants
• Value-Added
• Dairy Innovation
• Butchery Innovation – new!
• Food Purchasing Pilot Program – new!

• USDA Grants administered by IDALS
• Specialty Crop Block Grant (SCBG)
• Local Food For Schools (LFS)

Grants and Choose Iowa



Grants



• 2022 Value-
Added 
Recipients

• 2023 Value-
Added 
Recipients

• 2024 Value-
Added 
Recipients

• 2024 Dairy 
Innovation 
Recipients



Choose Iowa Value-Added Grant

• $463,000 available in funding
• Increase sales of Iowa agricultural products by increasing 

production capacity or expanding market access for value-added 
projects

• Unique: Individual orgs can also apply
• ≤$25,000 award amount
• Cost-share, 1:1 match
• Reimbursement after project completion

Note: Membership 
not necessary to 

apply for the 
Choose Iowa 

Value-Added Grant



Choose Iowa Value-Added Grant:
Projects MUST
• Increase sales of Iowa agricultural products by increasing 

production capacity or expanding market access for value-added 
projects

• Not be in progress until a grant is awarded
• Be completed in 12 months or less
• Be conducted in Iowa



Choose Iowa Value-Added Grant
Timeline:

• Dec. 2, 2024: Application period opened
• Jan. 31, 2025 at noon : Application period closes
• March 2025: Recipients contacted, agreements finalized
• April 2025: Recipients announced

Helpful tips: 
• Grant guidelines:

• Eligible vs. ineligible expenses
• Scoring criteria, application questions

• Budget worksheet

Apply online: 
www.ChooseIowa.com 

http://www.chooseiowa.com/


Choose Iowa Dairy Innovation Grant

• $750,000 in funding
• Max of $100,000 per grant awardee

• Producer must be able to provide a 1:1 match for the grant
• Additional points awarded for more than required match amount
• In-kind contributions not accepted

• On-farm dairy processing equipment, labor-reducing technology 
or BOTH

Note: Membership not necessary 
to apply for the Choose Iowa 

Dairy Innovation Grant



Choose Iowa Dairy Innovation Grant

Timing:
• October 2024: Application period opened
• November 27 at noon: Application deadline
• Dec./Jan. 2025: Applications scored by committee
• March 2025: Awardees announced

Helpful tips: 
• Grant guidelines, scoring criteria
• Budget worksheet

Apply online: 
www.ChooseIowa.com 

http://www.chooseiowa.com/


Choose Iowa Butchery Innovation Grant

• NEW! Will be announced in January 2025
• $250,000 in funding
• Max of $100,000 per grant awardee, no minimum amount

• Processor must be able to provide a 1:1 match for the grant
• In-kind contributions not accepted

• Butchery and meat processing equipment 

Note: Membership not necessary 
to apply for the Choose Iowa 

Butchery Innovation Grant



Choose Iowa Butchery Innovation Grant

Timing:
• January 2025: Pre-application review with CIRAS begins
• February 2025: Application period opens
• 3rd week Feb. 2025: pre-application review closes
• March 31, 2025 at noon: Application deadline
• April 2025: Applications scored by committee
• May 2025: Awardees announced

Apply online: www.ChooseIowa.com 

http://www.chooseiowa.com/


Choose Iowa Food Purchasing Pilot

• NEW! 
• $225,000 allocated to food banks (announced July 2024)

• 6 food banks + DMARC participating initially

• $70,000 allocated for Schools (will be announced soon 2025)
• School pilot application period opens in January
• $1,000 per school/building/district

• Purchases eligible from Choose Iowa members only

Note: Choose Iowa 
Membership REQUIRED



Choose Iowa: Distinctions
BRAND

• Iowa grown, raised or made food, 
beverages and ag products

• Add logo on qualifying products 
that meet/exceed min. criteria

• Annual membership dues
• Expanding beyond food to include 

more Iowa ag products 
(horticulture, natural fibers)

• Choose Iowa Passport, events:
• Farm Store Crawl, Farm Open House

GRANTS
• Value-added agriculture OR Dairy 

innovation OR Butchery 
innovation

• Membership NOT required
• Up to $25,000 (value-added), 

$100,000 (dairy, butchery), 
$1,000 (schools) or (TBD) food 
banks



ChooseIowa.com Log in



Scroll down the grants page
for grant details + more grants





Administered through

USDA Grants



Specialty Crop Block Grant

• What is a Specialty Crop?
• Fruits and vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops 

(including floriculture)
• Examples and additional information  

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp/specialty-crop  

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/grants/scbgp/specialty-crop


Specialty Crop Block Grant

• Who is eligible to apply?
• Iowa agencies, universities, institutions, and producer, industry, and 

community-based organizations. 
• Single organizations, and individuals are encouraged to participate as 

project partners. 
• Applicants must reside, and/or conduct their business in Iowa.
• Must be a legal entity with a UEI number and have the legal capacity to 

contract.



Specialty Crop Block Grant

IDALS Details:
• Funding around 

$350,000 typically 
• (last year $368,627.98)

• Projects can be up to 
$30,000 

• ~14 applications 
approved per year

Projects include:
• High tunnel
• Shared kitchen
• Green house
• Christmas trees
• Marketing 
• Hazelnuts

• Wine
• Perennial grasses
• Food hubs
• Fruits/vegetables
• No-Till
• Farm to School



Specialty Crop Block Grant

Learn more:

• IowaAgriculture.gov > Programs > Specialty Crop Block Grant

• https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-
development-bureau/specialty-crop-block-grant-program

• Amy Gamble, program administrator
Amy.Gamble@IowaAgriculture.gov 

https://iowaagriculture.gov/
https://iowaagriculture.gov/administrative/department-programs
https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-development-bureau/specialty-crop-block-grant-program
https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-development-bureau/specialty-crop-block-grant-program
https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-development-bureau/specialty-crop-block-grant-program
mailto:Amy.Gamble@IowaAgriculture.gov


Local Food for Schools Grant
Producers able to sell to:
• K-12 schools participating in the National 

School Lunch Program 
• Child Care Institutions participating in the 

Child and Adult Care Food Program

• Questions: 
John Krzton-Presson, program planner
John.Krzton-Presson@IowaAgriculture.gov 

mailto:John.Krzton-Presson@IowaAgriculture.gov


Local Food for Schools Grant

Learn more:
• IowaAgriculture.gov > Within the Department > Agricultural 

Diversification & Market Development > LFS
or
• https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-

development-bureau/local-food-schools

Questions: 
• John Krzton-Presson - John.Krzton-Presson@IowaAgriculture.gov 

https://iowaagriculture.gov/
https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-development-bureau
https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-development-bureau
https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-development-bureau/local-food-schools
https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-development-bureau/local-food-schools
https://iowaagriculture.gov/agricultural-diversification-market-development-bureau/local-food-schools
mailto:John.Krzton-Presson@IowaAgriculture.gov


Questions

Beth Romer
Choose Iowa Program Director, IDALS

Beth.Romer@IowaAgriculture.gov 

Amy Gamble
SCBG Program Administrator, IDALS
Amy.Gamble@IowaAgriculture.gov

John Krzton-Presson
LFS Program Administrator, IDALS

John.Krzton-Presson@IowaAgriculture.gov

mailto:Beth.Romer@IowaAgriculture.gov
mailto:Amy.Gamble@IowaAgriculture.gov
mailto:Amy.Gamble@IowaAgriculture.gov
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