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• Iowa in Heartland 
Center.

• Technical assistance 
provided by Farm, 
Food and Enterprise 
Development at ISU.

• Intent of entire center 
is to support food & 
farm businesses 
supporting local in 
the region.

Heartland



Business Builder Grants
• $11.1 million in three 

rounds.
• No match requirement. 
• Reimbursement grant.
• Range $5,000 to 

$50,000
• Online application.
• Does require UEI 

number.

Business Builder Subaward Timeline (estimated dates**)

Round 1 Round 2 Round 3

RFP Release Aug. 15, 
2024

Jan. 15, 
2025

June 15, 
2025

Applications 
Due

Oct. 15, 
2024

Mar. 15, 
2025

Aug. 15, 
2025

Award 
Notification

Jan. 15, 
2025

June 15, 
2025

Nov. 15, 
2025



Details
• Who can apply?

‒Small and mid-size farm and food businesses producing in, sourcing 
from and focused on local and regional markets.

‒ Food processors, aggregators, distributors and retailers that source 
locally and serve multiple small and mid-size food and farm businesses.

‒ Think food sales outlets, farmers, food cooperatives, processors, 
aggregators, food hubs, farmers’ markets, etc.

• Unallowable
‒No production
‒No construction
‒No research



• www.Heartlandfoodbusiness.org
• Create an account on the site.
• Register for UEI number.
• Work with technical service 

provider ahead of time.
• Determine needs.

To Apply

http://www.heartlandfoodbusiness.org/


SARE

• Iowa part of North Central 
Region

• Research & grant programs
• Stewardship of 3 principles of 

sustainability
–Stewardship of land and water
–Profit over long-term
–Quality of life for farmers, 

ranchers and communities



• Farmer problem; farmer 
research; farmer outreach

• $15,000 for an individual; 
$30,000 for two or more farm 
families

• Around 40 funded per year
• Open in early August; close in 

early December
• northcentralsare.org 

Farmer Rancher 

http://www.northcentralsare.org/


Thank you!

Christa Hartsook
hartc@iastate.edu
515-294-4430

mailto:hartc@iastate.edu
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