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Opposite page: Attendees ride the hay wagon to see Ron MardesenĘs research trial of Ŀnishing pigs on cover 

crops. (July 22, Elliot, IA) (1) Kody Karr takes questions from attendees while standing in his diverse stand of 

forages following his Ŀeld day. (July 17, Monroe City, MO) (2) Grant and Aubrey Stuart stand in front of the 

planter. (June 18, Walnut, IA) (3) At his Ŀeld day in mid-June, Laban Miller shares the values and reasoning behind 

the decisions heĘs made for his farm, including adding in relay cropping and getting livestock on the land. (June 

17, Leon, IA)
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(1) Regina FrahmĘs sheep get some grazing in between downpours. (June 20, Newton, IA) (2) Some attendees lead the way as others 

ride behind the tractor through the pasture at Eric HeinĘs Ŀeld day. (June 25, Altura, MN) (3) Bailey Scott Hobbs explains the area of 

the farm where she and her partner, Mike, run trials ranging from cover crops to polycultures and more. (June 21, Dunnell, MN) 

(4) Eric Mahaney points out features of his rotary hoe mounted with an air seeder that allow him to reduce equipment passes in 

the Ŀeld. (June 10, Arion, IA) (5) Eric Meyers inspects a soil pit in a corn Ŀeld during his Ŀeld day as onlookers ask questions. (July 

24, Postville, IA)  (6) Field day attendees walk to a trial in Michael FosdickĘs Ŀeld to look at strip-tilled, 30-inch soybeans. (June 19, 

Sperry, IA) (7) Jordan Lyon explains the irrigation system in his cantaloupe Ŀeld. (July 10, Conesville, IA) (8) Attendees had a chance 

to see Andrew Van NiceĘs drone demonstrate cover crop seeding over a Ŀeld of early-July corn at Wayne BraunĘs Ŀeld day. (July 1, 

Durant, IA) (9) Neil Krummen, Nick Sennert and Jessob Steffen stand in front of their Friesen bulk bins (which they referred to as 

Ěcone-bottom binsě) as they describe the farming practices theyĘve added and changed since starting their partnership a few years 

ago. (June 26, Linn Grove, IA) (10) Attendees overlook a 5-acre wetland on Fred and Vicki AbelsĘ farm. (June 26, Holland, IA)
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By Vanya NorthBy Vanya North

Partnering with Pheasants Forever and her farm manager is helping 
Diane Horn shift the direction of her family farmland 

Diane Horn lives in Seattle, Washington, half a 
continent and a world away from Iowa City, Iowa, 
where she was born. At age 4, her life became a steady 
unfolding of new chapters in new places: Cedar Falls, Iowa; 
Austin, Texas; college in California; graduate school in Indiana; 
and her eventual move to Seattle, where she worked as a 
cancer researcher. 

Later, she moved again ĕ not from a location, but to a new 
career as a radio talk show host focused on environmental, 
social and economic issues. But no matter how many places 
she has lived, Iowa has remained a touchstone in her life. In 
2006, Diane inherited her motherĘs farm, an enduring link 
connecting her back to the land and legacy of her home state.

The roughly 370-acre corn and soybean farm passed through 
four generations before her. But it also represents a legacy for 
its tenants: The same family has worked the land for 50 years. 
ĚThe tenants have been a father-son duo,ě Diane says. ĚThe 
father rented it from my family, and now his son is the farm 
operator. It means a lot to have that long of a relationship in 
tenant farming.ě 

With Diane living so far away, she relies on a local farm 
manager to help oversee the farmland and assist the tenant 
farm operator to make critical production and land 
management decisions. Jake Thomsen of Growthland, who has 
an agronomy degree and a down-to-earth demeanor, has been 
serving in that role since 2022. ĚAbout a year ago, Diane 
reached out to me wondering what kind of conservation 
practices could be put into place on the farm,ě Jake says. ĚI 
agreed that it was a great idea.ě

ĚIĘve always wanted to do more for the land,ě Diane says. ĚBut I 
didnĘt know where to start.ě 

A Spark and a Connection   
DianeĘs journey toward conservation on the farm began not 
long after Jake took over managing the farm. 

In the spring of 2024, Diane learned about Pheasants Forever 
and their work with precision conservation through PFIĘs 

quarterly magazine and a follow-up conversation with Grace 
Yi, PFIĘs habitat viability manager. Precision conservation is an 
analytical process that uses spatial technology and data 
analysis to pinpoint underperforming areas of a farm that may 
be better served by alternative management, such as perennial 
plantings. 

The approach intrigued her, and she reached out to Jake to 
express her interest. Diane and Jake both agreed that a 
precision conservation analysis would be a good Ŀrst step to 
make DianeĘs farm more environmentally friendly. Through 
PFI, they were put in touch with Stephanie Nelson, a precision 
agriculture and conservation specialist with Pheasants Forever. 

Stephanie helps landowners and farmers access and analyze 
maps and data about their farms to Ŀnd opportunities for 
habitat that Ŀt into the larger context of the farm operation. 
She worked with both Diane and Jake to explore the options 
for integrating precision conservation on DianeĘs farm. 
Stephanie and Jake walked the land together to discuss 
possibilities, and Jake communicated with DianeĘs tenant. 

Stephanie started by creating the analysis map. ĚMapping gives 
us views of the land from different lenses,ě she says. ĚWe can 
look at soils, slope and vegetation patterns over time. When 
yield data is not available, we can turn to NDVI [normalized 
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Mapping a Path
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Making Space
Natasha Wilson and her son, Lucian, stand in Natasha Wilson and her son, Lucian, stand in 

front of the chicken tractor on their farm in front of the chicken tractor on their farm in 

West Chester, Iowa. Find out on page 9 how West Chester, Iowa. Find out on page 9 how 

Natasha and her family are working together Natasha and her family are working together 

to make space for the next generation to to make space for the next generation to 

shape the farmĘs path into the future.shape the farmĘs path into the future.


