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By Martha McFarlandBy Martha McFarland

Open communication is central to how landowners Paul Thompson 
and Elena Meyer work with their farmland operator

FindingFinding
Common Ground

Paul Thompson grew up in the 
1950s on a diversified farm near 
Belmond, in north-central Iowa, 
which his grandfather purchased 
in 1900. “We grew sugar beets, 
dairy cattle, pigs, chickens, 
honeybees, sheep, dogs, cats and 
seven people,” he says. 

As a boy, he loved farming but was also 
drawn to engineering. The latter 
prevailed, and Paul ended up pursuing 
degrees in electrical engineering from 
Cornell University, and a doctorate in 
biomedical electronics engineering from 
University of Pennsylvania. He now lives 
in Madison, Wisconsin, where he’s an 
emeritus senior scientist in the 
Department of Biological Systems 
Engineering at University of Wisconsin-
Madison.

Paul left the farm but kept ownership of 
the land he inherited from his family. He 
also bought the land his sister inherited, 
adding him to a growing number of 
landowners in Iowa and the U.S. who 

grew up on a farm but no longer operate 
it themselves. Some of these landowners 
have minimal to no involvement with the 
land – and this can be especially true for 
those who live far away. For Paul, 
however, distance hasn’t dimmed his 
connection. He and his wife, Elena 
Meyer, are showing how farmland 
owners who have a vision for stewarding 
their land can partner with a farm 
operator who shares that vision.

Changing Directions
Like most farms in Iowa, the farm tenant 
operating Paul’s land raised only corn 
and soybeans for decades. In 2019, after 
years of increasing concerns about soil 
health and conservation, Paul and Elena 
made the momentous decision to 
change tenants. They wanted to Ŀnd a 
farm operator who would transition 
their land to a more sustainable model. 
In particular, they wanted to Ŀnd 
someone willing to add no-till, cover 
crops and a third crop into the rotation. 
Through a farm manager, they 
connected with Josh Nelson, a young 

farmer from Belmond who was looking 
for additional land to farm. 

With his family, Josh raises rye, oats, corn, 
soybeans and a small herd of Scottish 
Highland cattle, along with some feeder 
pigs, at Cardinal Creek Farm. Since 2015, 
he’s also been planting no-till soybeans, 
strip-tilling corn and using cover crops. 
“We interviewed him, talked through our 
mutual objectives and concluded our 
agreement (for him) to take over the farm 
in 2020,” Paul says. That year, Josh added 
Paul and Elena’s 197 acres to his 
production. 

Their shared interest in soil health and 
regenerative practices is important. But 
Paul and Elena emphasize that trust and 
open communication are just as 
important to making the relationship 
work. “Sometimes we guide Josh, 
sometimes he guides us,” Paul says. 
“Having a profound mutual respect has 
helped. Each year, Josh has been more 
willing to speak his mind and to let us 
pay him for the time he uses in 
improving the practices on the farm.”

Paul & Elena’s farmland near Belmond, IowaPaul Thompson & Elena Meyer Josh Nelson
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The story of their partnership highlights the importance – and 
the rewards – of shared risk and collaboration between 
landowners and farm operators.

Adding Small Grains
Of Paul and Elena’s top farmland goals, integrating a third crop 
was a new challenge for Josh, but one he was willing to take 
on. He chose to try planting oats. “They were concerned about 
fertilizer runoff and general soil health,” Josh says. “When you 
have that third crop, it gives the soil time to recover, time to 
breathe a bit and to plant a multispecies cover crop mix.”

After he harvests the oats mid-summer, he plants a multispecies 
cover crop – currently an eight- or nine-seed cover crop mix. 
While a single cover crop species is still good for the soil, Josh 
says that adding more plant families and root types 
supercharges the soil. “You’re increasing the diversity in your 
microbes, and in the types of insects you attract,” he says. “You 
have to be careful how you design your mix, but if you get help, 
you’re going to see results the next year.” 

The hardest part of adding a third crop, Josh says, was Ŀnding 
a market for the oats. He also had to adapt to receiving a lower 
gross proĿt than he had on corn and soybeans alone. But he 
says his net proĿt is better because he spends less money on 
seed and fertilizers and has fewer acres to harvest in the fall. 
He also values how the beneĿts of the cover crop carry over to 
next season. ĚThe net proĿt, and the amount of labor you save, 
makes it worth it,ě Josh says. ĚAnd IĘve planted a full long-
season cover crop after the oat harvest, which sets me up well 
for corn the following year. ThatĘs been the real beneĿt.ě 

Aware of the challenges and risks associated with adding small 
grains into the rotation ĕ including the Ŀnancial risk ĕ Paul 
and Elena offered Josh a signiĿcant rent discount on up to 30 
acres of small-grain production. They saw it as a matter of 
fairness and as a way to encourage further exploration. “We 
don’t want him taking risk without a mutually supportive 
arrangement,” Paul says.

“Sometimes we guide Josh, sometimes he guides us. Having a profound mutual 
respect has helped. Each year, Josh has been more willing to speak his mind and to 

let us pay him for the time he uses in improving the practices on the farm. 

- Paul Thompson

Stay Connected!
To learn more about PFI’s Landowner Coaching 

program, ways to improve landowner-tenant 
communication or to receive the Practical 

Landowner e-newsletter, contact 
martha.mcfarland@practicalfarmers.org.

“He can keep experimenting,” Elena adds. “But not at his 
expense.”  

Designing a Fair Land Lease
Looking for other ways to promote fairness, Paul and Elena 
turned their attention to the terms of their lease with Josh. 
Using a ŀex lease based on the market price of corn and 
soybean yields didn’t make sense when oats were added into 
the equation. So when PFI launched its Landowner Coaching 
program in 2022, Paul and Elena signed up, curious to Ŀnd 
ways to work small grains into a ŀex lease. The program gives 
any landowner who has at least 80 acres of row crops a chance 
to learn more about their land from a professional – in this 
case, Mollie Aronowitz, a farm manager and conservation 
agronomist with Peoples Company. 

With Mollie, they discussed the potential for crop-share, where 
everyone shares the expenses and proĿts. Paul felt this approach 
was the fairest since it places an equal risk on all parties. “But we 
were in no position to market our own corn, soybeans and oats,” 
Paul says. ĚSo the next best thing was a ŀex lease.ě With a ŀex 
lease, a landowner charges a low base rate, then calculates a Ŀnal 
payment based on yields at harvest. Paul and Elena opted to 
structure theirs by deciding a rate for the corn and bean yield, as 
well as a percentage of the total proceeds from the oat income. 
They’ve also kept in the discount for acres that are not in corn.

Paul and Elena credit PFI’s Landowner Coaching program with 
helping them better understand rental options. But they also 
learned a lot about their farm. As part of their meeting with 
Mollie, they received a detailed report that included 
topographic maps, corn suitability ratings, soil types, rainfall 
data and more. Mollie also shared resources and worksheets 
they could use to communicate about farm practices with 
their farm operator. “I can’t think of a section that wasn’t 
helpful to us,” Elena says. 

Josh has also found the process – and his relationship with Paul 
and Elena – to be worthwhile. “I can’t believe how great they’ve 
been to work with,” he says. “They ask a lot, but that’s because 
theyĘre interested in their farm, and thatĘs a good thing. And, 
they’re not asking for something that’s overly burdensome.”

Elena sums up what makes their relationship so constructive: 
“Unless you have an honest, transparent relationship, you 
canĘt really deĿne fairness because each of you is wondering 
what the other is really saying. When you don’t need to 
decipher the negotiation, that is the only way you can know if 
each is really satisĿed and comfortable, understanding what 
needs to be tweaked.”

As the trio continue their collaboration, this kind of honest 
communication will remain central to their shared vision of 
land stewardship. 



By Vanya NorthBy Vanya North Since taking over managing her family land, Ruth Rabinowitz 
has planted hundreds of trees to beneĿt wildlife and the land 

The Wonders of

Windbreaks

Ruth Rabinowitz is a farmer and landowner in Iowa 
and South Dakota with 

Both farms are traditional corn and soybean operations, 
though she’s currently transitioning about a dozen acres of 
her Iowa land to organic alfalfa. Ruth’s father pieced together 
the family acreage through the years, with Ruth stepping into 
the farm manager role in 2012. 

Since taking over land management, Ruth has incorporated 
cover crops, ponds and buffers for quail and pollinators. She 
has also installed wildlife corridors, particularly by using trees 
as windbreaks. “This has been my family’s home and has since 
become mine,” Ruth says. “I wanted to protect that and 
provide a home to wildlife as well.”

Creating a Home for Trees
According to Iowa State University, windbreaks offer myriad 
benefits. The most intuitive is that they slow wind speeds by 
acting as a physical buffer. In Iowa and other parts of the 
Midwest that tend to experience cold, snowy winters, 
tamping wind speed can lower home heating costs by as 
much as 30%. It can also limit snow drifts from building up 
against homes and outbuildings. These benefits were likely 
evident in Iowa this year, where heavy snowfall and blizzard 
conditions swept across the state in January.
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But windbreaks, also referred to as shelterbelts, were Ŀrst 
used in the U.S. in the 1930s to halt a different sort of blizzard: 
the tsunami of topsoil exposed by years of poor farming 
practices that swept across the Great Plains during the Dust 
Bowl years. As part of his plan to help halt the ecological 
disaster, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt launched the 
Prairie States Forestry Project, which between 1935 and 1942 
planted about 200 million trees across six states, according to 
the U.S. Forest Service.

Shelterbelts also beneĿt livestock in a range of ways. 
Livestock that can shelter within these areas have better feed 
efĿciency and less weather-related stress. In the winter, these 
areas can reduce wind chills, increasing the temperature 
within the windbreak and creating a more comfortable 
environment for the animals. For farmers, this can translate to 
cost savings since the animals will require less feed to 
maintain their core temperatures. 

Ruth doesnĘt have livestock but says she noticed other beneĿts 
of planting trees. ĚThere was a deĿnite energy savings. The 
trees, some now getting taller, are protecting my home and 
structures from the winds that often hit harder in the winter.” 

ĚAnd,ě she adds, Ěwhile this is my home for now, these trees 
will be here another 100 or 200 years. This is paying it forward 
to the next generation. These trees provide such a sense of 
beauty and serenity – and home.”

Three-year-old silver maple trees growing amongst mature box elders, red oaks and hackberry on Ruth Rabinowitz’s farm.
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(1) Doris Montag demonstrates an antique corn planter during her farm history session “Farming Before Tractors.” (2) Attendees 

catch up over breakfast on Saturday. This table met speciĿcally as a Spanish-language afĿnity group. (3) Staff from Iowa Valley 

Resource Conservation & Development pose for a photo during the cocktail hour on Friday evening following the keynote. 

(4) Cousins and third-generation conference-goers Geneva Rosmann (left) and Maggie Rosmann pause for a photo. (5) Greg Judy 

of Green Pastures Farm discusses grass-Ŀnishing on perennial pastures. Greg also led a popular pre-conference short course - 

“Grazing Intensive With Greg Judy” - that welcomed over 100 attendees.  (6) From left: Hillary Olson, Landon Plagge and Jason 

Johnson touch base during a break between sessions.
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Are you a beginning farmer looking 
to gain hands-on skills? Consider 
applying for a paid on-farm job 
through Labor4Learning, a PFI program 
that offers on-the-job training with 
experienced PFI farmers across the 
state who are committed to mentoring 
the next generation. Several jobs are 
still available for the 2024 season.

All positions will offer mentoring that 
goes beyond an ordinary farm job 
on topics such as record-keeping, 
marketing and other skills beginning 
and aspiring farmers might not 
otherwise be exposed to. These 
skills are vital aspects of running a 
successful farm business. But they’re 
not a typical part of most on-farm jobs. 
Labor4Learning seeks to Ŀll the gap 
by offering a more well-rounded job 
experience 

Members should have 
received a copy of our 2023 
annual report in the mail (if 
you haven’t, please contact 
Debra at (515) 232-5661 
or debra.boekholder@
practicalfarmers.org to 
make sure your membership 
details are current!). 

Inside, you’ll read about 
our impact in 2023, from the impressive 
reach of our farmer-to-farmer 
education, to our efforts to grow and 
broaden our network, to how we’re 
working to tackle the barriers many 
food and farm businesses are facing, and 
more. This year’s report is organized by 
work we’ve undertaken to achieve our 
strategic directions. 

It also includes fun report cards 
highlighting how we fared in meeting 
some of our 2021-2023 objectives and 
key results, which we crafted to help 

us achieve our strategic 
directions. Our goals were 
audacious, and we did not 
meet all of them, but we 
made impressive progress.

As always, our annual report 
is Ŀlled with snapshots of 
our members and examples 
of how farmers are helping 
one another through our 

network. It also offers an excellent 
overview of our programs, Ŀnancials 
and what we accomplished together last 
year. 

If you know someone who’s not yet a 
member of PFI but could beneĿt from 
our community, our annual report is a 
perfect place to start – please consider 
sharing it with them. Find it online at 
practicalfarmers.org/accountability, or 
contact the ofĿce to request additional 
hard copies in the mail.   

Please welcome Margaret Smith of 
Hampton, Iowa, and Tim Youngquist of 
Zearing, Iowa, to PFIĘs board of directors. 
They were elected by members during 
our 2024 Annual Conference, and are 
starting their Ŀrst terms as farmer at-
large board members. Jon Bakehouse, 
of Hastings, Iowa, was also re-elected 
to serve his second term as director for 
PFI’s southwest district. 

The new board met in February and voted 
on PFI’s next executive committee: David 
Rosmann of Harlan, Iowa, as president; 
Carmen Black of Solon, Iowa, as vice 
president; Jon Bakehouse as treasurer; 
and Gayle Olson, of WinĿeld, Iowa, 
as secretary. Learn more about board 
service, and see the full board roster, at 
practicalfarmers.org/board-of-directors.

“I cannot remember a time before 
PFI, as my parents were here from the 
beginning,” David says. “It is humbling to 
follow in my dad’s footsteps as president 
over 35 years later.”   

Looking for Paid Farm Jobs? Try Labor4Learning

Read (and Share!) Our 2023 
Annual Report

Welcome New 
Board Members

“Working with Donna Warhover at 
Morning Glory Farm fast-tracked my 
farming experience and built lasting 
relationships,ě says Sara Ziehr, a 
Labor4Learning trainee from West 
Branch, Iowa, who operates Seven 
Branches Farm with her family. “I was 
able to observe a well-run farm with 
established procedures and got to 
be hands-on with a variety of tools 
and equipment. I also learned about 

different planting methods, integrated 
pest management and business 
management.”

Each trainer farm in the program was 
approved by a committee of Practical 
Farmers of Iowa members to serve 
as qualiĿed teachers. The farms 
represent a diversity of enterprises and 
production practices, including row 
crops, multiple species of livestock, 
fruits and vegetables, ŀowers, cover 
crops, organic certiĿcation and more.

All positions are paid, and most trainer 
farms offer competitive wages, plus 
other perks and beneĿts. To see 
the full list of open positions, visit 
practicalfarmers.org/labor4learning. 
For questions, contact Rachel Burke 
at (515) 232-5661 or rachel.burke@
practicalfarmers.org.   
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Registration information for all PFI events can be found at practicalfarmers.org/events, 
or by calling the PFI office at (515) 232-5661. 

CALENDAR

Find PFI At
JUNE

JUNE 8 • Women & Soil 
Dyersville, IA | Learn more at swcs.org/events-module/
women-and-soil

JUNE 13-14 • Community Food Systems + Farm to School 
and Early Care Conference 
Iowa City, IA | Learn more at extension.iastate.edu/ffed/ 
cfs-annual-event

PFI Events

APRIL 
APRIL • Winter Webinar Series | Noon-1 p.m. 
Online | Free | Learn more at practicalfarmers.org/winter-
webinars

April 2:  Establishing and Grazing Native Perennials  
Speaker: Kevin Fulton, Clear Creek Land & Livestock 

April 16: Precision Conservation: Increasing Profitability 
and Conservation on Your Farm  
Speakers: Jacob Bolson | Stennie Nelson, Pheasants 
Forever 

April 23: Diversifying Pollinator Habitat on a Multi-
Generational Illinois Farm  
Speakers: John and Nancy Brannaman

APRIL 3 • Meet & Greet: Practical Farmers of Iowa and 
Pheasants Forever 
Jake’s Pizza, 330 Stadium Rd, Mankato, MN | Noon-3 p.m. 
Learn more at practicalfarmers.org/pf-meet-greet

APRIL 5 • Small Grains Shared Learning Calls | Noon-1 p.m. 
Online | Free | Learn more at practicalfarmers.org/shared-
learning-calls

JUNE 
PFI field days begin in June! Starting in mid-May, look for 
the complete PFI Field Day Guide in your mailbox or stay 
tuned to the website and e-news for the full line up of 50-
plus field days in Iowa and surrounding states.

EVENTS IN SPANISH 
Stay tuned to our e-news and website for information 
about this summer’s “Year in the Life” series on meat goat 
production and local Spanish socials. These online and 
in-person events are intended for our Spanish-speaking 
audience. To keep up with the latest on PFI’s Latino program, 
subscribe to Sembrando Resiliencia at practicalfarmers.org/
email-newsletter-subscribe. 

Estén atentos a las noticias electrónicas y al sitio web 
para obtener información sobre la serie “Year in the Life” 
de este verano sobre la producción de cabras de carne 
y nuestros sociales de PFI.  Estos eventos en línea y en 
persona están destinados a nuestra audiencia de habla 
hispana. Para mantenerse al día con las últimas novedades 
de la programación Latina de PFI, subscribes a Sembrando 
Resiliencia en practicalfarmers.org/email-newsletter-
subscribe.

PFI staff member Valeria Cano Camacho tabling at the 2023 Festival 
Jamaica in East Des Moines, Iowa, sharing information about PFI 
and upcoming events.
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From April – June 2024

PFI Current Enrollments

HABITAT INCENTIVES PROGRAM 
ROLLING APPLICATION 
practicalfarmers.org/habitat-incentives-program

LANDOWNER COACHING PROGRAM 
ROLLING APPLICATION 
practicalfarmers.org/landowner-coaching

COVER CROP BUSINESS ACCELERATOR 
APPLICATIONS OPEN: JUNE 2024 
practicalfarmers.org/cover-crop-business-accelerator-
program

GRAZING CONSULTATIONS  
ROLLING APPLICATION 
practicalfarmers.org/grazing-consultations

1 ON 1 LAND MATCHING   
ROLLING APPLICATION 
Contact Martha McFarland at martha.mcfarland@
practicalfarmers.org or call our office at (515) 232-5661

COVER CROP COST-SHARE 
SIGN UP DEADLINE: DEC. 1, 2024 
practicalfarmers.org/cover-crop-cost-share

LABOR4LEARNING PROGRAM  
OPEN UNTIL ALL POSITIONS ARE FILLED 
practicalfarmers.org/labor4learning

Suzanne Slack (middle) talks about pruning trees for optimal production in a high-density apple orchard at PFI’s commercial apple 
workshop in February 2024. Michael Malik from Long Lane Orchard (left) and Rose Hanna from Jasper Winery (in purple) look on while 
Sean Yousef from Storybook Orchard (right) examines the neighboring tree.
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•	Dan Link – Holy Cross
•	William Mahr – Lime Springs
•	Joseph McEvoy – Central City
•	Wayne McQuilkin – La Porte City
•	Brad Meier – Cascade
•	Jason Menne – Postville
•	Eric Meyer – Postville
•	Bob Mundell – Waterloo
•	Mark Nelson – Clermont
•	Dave Neubauer – Lime Springs
•	TJ O’Donnelll – Elma
•	Carolyn Pettit – Dubuque
•	Kevin Pitz – New Vienna
•	Regan Pleggenkuhle – Sumner
•	Katie Prochaska and Michael 

Bollinger – Decorah
•	Derk Radloff – Luana
•	Mark Recker ĕ Arlington
•	Benjamin Reetz – Rudd
•	Don Reichenauer – Monticello
•	Jason Reimer – Garnavillo
•	Josh Reis – Cresco
•	John Reis – Lime Springs
•	Jason Reis – Lime Springs
•	Alex Richter ĕ Earlville
•	Dustin Ricklefs – Monticello
•	Mark Riegler – Dubuque
•	Hans Riensche – Jesup
•	Randy Rigdon – Dunkerton
•	Doug Rolwes – Epworth
•	Steven Roney – Decorah
•	Tyler Rue – Ridgeway
•	Ronald Sabelka – New Hampton
•	Robert and Mary Sass – Luana
•	Joel Schanbacher ĕ Atkins
•	James Schieltz – Luxemburg
•	David J Schieltz – New Vienna
•	Joe Schmitt – Sherrill
•	Kathy Schmitt – Sherrill
•	Josh Schoulte – Farmersburg
•	Travis Schwickerath – New 

Hampton
•	Howard SWCD, Neil Shaffer – 

Lime Springs
•	Roger Shatek ĕ Fort Atkinson
•	Tom Simon – Farley
•	Ben Sindelar – Central City
•	Michael Sperfslage – Edgewood
•	Dave Stamy – Robins
•	Jeffery Steffensmeier – Cedar 

Rapids
•	Scott Steffensmeier – Dyersville
•	Jason Steffensmeier – Farley
•	Wilfred Steffensmeier – Farley
•	Scott Stick ĕ Alburnett
•	Bob Strauel – Jesup
•	Brian Streeper – Waterville
•	Matt Svoboda – Winthrop
•	Dan Tekippe – Manchester
•	Matthew Then – Bernard
•	Marc Throndson – New Hampton
•	Lance Tieskoetter – Castalia
•	Robbie Uhlenhake – Ossian

•	Bryce Uhlenhake – Ossian
•	Robert Wagner ĕ Ft. Atkinson
•	Ryan and Ashley Wallace ĕ 

Luzerne
•	Eric Wemark – Ridgeway
•	Andy White ĕ Cascade
•	Todd Whiting – Cedar Falls
•	Daniel Wille – Marion
•	Daniel Winter – West Union
•	Ethan Wise – Decorah
•	Marty Wulfekuhle – Strawberry 

Point
•	Doran Zumbach ĕ Coggon 

DISTRICT 4 – SOUTHWEST 
•	Sam Barkley – Cumberland
•	Randy Barnard – New Virginia
•	Ron Beaver – Clarinda
•	Chase Bloethe – Mingo
•	James Bourn – Red Oak
•	Lee Brooke – Clarinda
•	Brandon Bruxvoort – Colfax
•	Mike Canney – Runnells
•	David Carter – Randolph
•	Kevin Ceaser – Laurel
•	Darin Cerven – Blanchard
•	Jake Cerven – Blanchard
•	Austin Christensen ĕ Lenox
•	Greg Cook – Winterset
•	Branden Craig – Dexter
•	David Curnes – Osceola
•	Jordan Dammann – Clarinda
•	Justin Dammann – Essex
•	Devin Davis – West Des Moines
•	Justin and Ann Doyle ĕ Des 

Moines
•	Menda and Jada Fife ĕ Afton
•	Steven Forsyth – Griswold
•	Brian Fuller – Osceola
•	Harold Fuller – Osceola
•	Lynn Grobe – Oakland
•	Green Valley, Inc, Josh Guyer – 

Avoca
•	Knute Hallquist – Stanton
•	David Hart – Stanton
•	Clyde Hoyt – Corning
•	Jones Household – Cumberland
•	Chad Jones – Massena
•	McKinley Lain – Centerville
•	Jason Larabee – New Market 
•	Larry Lauman – Coin
•	Randall Long – Creston
•	Bill Manske ĕ Algona
•	Kevin McClure – Johnston
•	Katie Meyer – Bayard
•	Millermatic Seed, Dan Miller – 

Silver City
•	Justin Miller – Wiota
•	Trevor Millikan ĕ PaciĿc Junction
•	Mark Mills ĕ Adel
•	Will Mullenix – Red Oak
•	Jeff Mundorf – Red Oak
•	Sam Parker – Des Moines

•	Ernest Peters – Portsmouth
•	Scott Peterson – Red Oak
•	Justin Pierce – Knoxville
•	Paulette Reveiz – Des Moines
•	Douglas Rossell ĕ Atlantic
•	Gary & Tim Runyon ĕ Allerton
•	Robert Rus – Pella
•	Larry Schaben – Earling
•	Larry Schneider – Dallas
•	Tom Schneider – Lacona
•	Leland Shipley – Nodaway
•	William Shuler – Corning
•	Tanya Shultz – Dallas
•	Calvin Smith – Perry
•	Scott Steele – Casey
•	Tyler Strub – Des Moines
•	L.I.F.E. 5b, Shad Swanson – 

Farragut
•	Gary Taylor – Woodburn
•	Brett Thompson – Bridgewater
•	Duane Troyer – Leon
•	Paul Vanderholm – Stanton
•	Brennen Vogel – Van Meter
•	Colton Vos – Sully
•	Jerome and Espy Vyizigiro – 

Indianola
•	John Whitaker – Polk City
•	Richard Woodward – Lewis 

DISTRICT 5 – SOUTHEAST
•	Eric Adam ĕ Richland
•	John Armstrong ĕ Rose Hill
•	Ray R. Arp ĕ Wilton
•	Brian Aschbrenner ĕ Monticello
•	Rick Bartenhagen – Muscatine
•	Daryl Beachy – Kalona
•	Bryan Beaderstadt – Brooklyn
•	Sophie Bell – Keota
•	James Bisinger – Monmouth
•	Dan Black – Iowa City
•	William Blanchard – Wever
•	Craig Bloethe – Brooklyn
•	Patrick Blomme – Ladora
•	Doug Blythe – Williamsburg
•	Scott Boedeker – Lowden
•	Jim Bone – Monticello
•	David Braet – Calamus
•	Calvin Branderhorst – Oskaloosa
•	Bob Buline – Lone Tree
•	Wayne Busch – Lost Nation
•	Richard Buser – Conesville
•	Jonathan Caes – Stockton
•	Dennis Campbell – Grand Mound
•	Nicholas Campney ĕ FairĿeld
•	Matt Daufeldt – West Liberty
•	Mike Deahr – Muscatine
•	Ryan Deahr – Muscatine
•	Cody Dumont – Sigourney
•	James Erb – Cedar Rapids
•	Jeff Falkers – Tipton
•	Platt Farm – Marion
•	Colin Feuss – Lost Nation

•	Will Fischer – Grand Mound
•	Daniel Flaherty – Iowa City
•	Kevin Flynn – Wellman
•	Keith Gasper – Calamus
•	Lee Gasper – Calamus
•	Emily Geertz – West Liberty
•	Nathan Gerlach – Springbrook
•	Rob Gerot – Riverside
•	Samuel Gerot – Riverside
•	Jon Gingerich – Parnell
•	Richard Ginn – Olin
•	Chris Goodman – Leighton
•	Elizabeth Goodman – North 

English
•	Scott Grantz – Bryant
•	Jeff Greiner ĕ BloomĿeld
•	Earl Greiner – Richland
•	Joel Groenenenboom – Oskaloosa
•	David Helgerson – Ottumwa
•	Scott Hingtgen – Bellevue
•	Greg Hipple – Solon
•	Loren Hochstedler – Kalona
•	Keith Hora – Washington
•	Kurt Hora – Washington
•	Kyle Johnson – Oxford
•	Corey Johnson – Oxford
•	Samantha Kabela – West Liberty
•	Richard Keith – Burlington
•	Jessica Keller – Tipton
•	Gene Keppy – Durant
•	Michael King – Eddyville
•	Kurt Kirchner – Nichols
•	Chad Knapp ĕ BloomĿeld
•	Cassie and Craig Krebill – 

Donnellson
•	Rustyn Kropf – Spragueville
•	Kyle Leer – Keswick
•	Matthew Lorenzen – Center 

Junction
•	Darren Luers – Keota
•	Kevin Luers – Keota
•	Myron Luers – Keota
•	Bradley Luers – Sigourney
•	Eli Lynn ĕ FairĿeld
•	Jordan Lyon – Nichols
•	Austin Maas ĕ West Liberty
•	Curt Manatt – Johnston
•	Steve Mann – Wellman
•	Phil Martin – Columbus Junction
•	Garrel Mattingly – Charlotte
•	Bradley Mattingly – Charlotte
•	Andrew McCall ĕ West Chester
•	Jeff Meier – Clarence
•	Marlin Miller – Kalona
•	Dane Miller – Kalona
•	Dennis Miller – Wellman
•	Donald Miller – Wellman
•	Kevin Miller – Wellman
•	Steve Morrison – Letts
•	Jacob Nunnikhoven – Leighton
•	Dale Oldham – Tipton
•	Marilee Oldorf – Stanwood










