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Agenda 

Who is PFI? 

Who do I contact? 

What programs can help? 

Discussion 



“Our Mission is to  

Research, Develop and Promote  

profitable,  

ecologically sound,  

and  

community-enhancing  

approaches to agriculture.” 



Ingenuity, exploration, experience, and sharing 

of knowledge for solving on-farm challenges 

 

 

 

We Value 



Diverse and independent farm operations that are 

integrated with and enhance the Earth’s ecosystems 

 

 

We Value 



An agriculture that is 

economically and 

ecologically sustainable 

and built on a fair 

market system 

 

 

We Value 



Widespread ownership of 

land and resources 

 

 

We Value 



Commitment to family, community and the 

celebration of wholesome food 

 

 

We Value 



PFI’s Impact 

• Stewardship/conservation: 66%  

• Overall efficiency: 64%  

• Profitability: 53%  



Libland Workshop/Field Day 

Focusing on what’s on the edge….  





 



 



Funding 

Federal Funds from Farm Bill 

State Funds from IDALS 



Farm Bill 

• 2008 Farm Bill mandated that USDA Conservation Programs be 

used to help restore and/or manage for pollinator habitat 

• 2012-2021 budget from webinar 

– $700 Billion SNAP/Assistance 

– $80 Billion Crop Insurance Subsidy 

– $65 Billion Commodity Crop Payment 

– $64 Billion Conservation Programs 

– $6 Billion Everything else: research, etc. 



Iowa  

NRCS 

Natural 

Resources 

Conservation 

Service 

http://www.ia.nrcs.u

sda.gov/ 

 

http://www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov/


 



2) CSP: Conservation Stewardship 

Program 

1) EQIP: Environmental Quality 

Incentives Program 

GRP: Grassland Reserve Program 

MRBI: Mississippi River Basin 

Initiative 

3)WHIP: Wildlife Habitat Incentive 

Program 

WRP: Wetland Reserve Program 

4) CRP: Conservation Reserve 

Program 



EQIP 

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is a voluntary conservation program of 

the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) that promotes agricultural 

production and environmental quality. This program is available to farmers, and offers 

financial and technical assistance to install or implement structural, vegetative and 

management practices on eligible agricultural land. Applications for EQIP can be made at 

local NRCS offices. 

**Mostly hard practices but also new soft practices becoming popular 



State List of Federal EQIP Practices  



Brush Management 

• To restore natural plant community balance, create a desirable plant community, reduce  

• competition for space, moisture, and sunlight between desired and unwanted plants and 

manage noxious  

• woody plants. The restoration of desired vegetative cover will protect soils, control erosion, 

reduce sediment,  

• improve water quality, and enhance stream flow.  Managing brush will maintain or enhance 

wildlife habitat  

• including that associated with threatened and endangered species, improve the forage 

accessibility, quality and  

• quantity for livestock.  Managing brush will protect life and property from hazardous 

wildfires and improve  

• visibility and access for livestock handling. 



Conservation Cover 

To reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, improve water quality and create or enhance wildlife  

habitat. 



 



 



 



 



Story County 

EQIP List 



What if a practice is not 

available in my county? 

 



SWCD Commissioners 

Contact your local SWCD Commissioners to 

request they add a practice to the county 

EQIP list OR suggest to NRCS staff that 

they should add it to the list 



 



 



CSP 

40% payment for current level of conservation 

60% for new enhancements 

Through CSP, NRCS will provide financial and technical assistance to eligible producers to 

conserve and enhance soil, water, air, and related natural resources on their land. Eligible 

lands include cropland, grassland, prairie land, improved pastureland, rangeland, 

nonindustrial private forest lands, agricultural land under the jurisdiction of an Indian tribe, 

and other private agricultural land (including cropped woodland, marshes, and agricultural 

land used for the production of livestock) on which resource concerns related to agricultural 

production could be addressed. Participation in the program is voluntary. 



 



Enhancements 

Plant Enhancement 

Activity-PLT01-

Establish pollinator 

habitat 



WHIP 

• WHIP is a voluntary program that provides financial 

assistance to private landowners to establish wildlife 

habitat. The Natural Resources Conservation 

Service (NRCS) works with participants to develop 

a wildlife habitat management plan. This plan 

becomes the basis for entering into a 5 to 10 year 

agreement with landowners to implement the plan. 

Projects that focus on establishing habitat for 

threatened and endangered species or declining 

species receive a higher priority. Applications are 

accepted through a continuous signup process at 

the local NRCS office. 

• Although applications are accepted on a continuous 

basis, the 2011 ranking cutoff date for applications 

is Jan. 21, 2011. 

 





 



CRP 

 



Iowa 

Pollinator 

Job Sheet 

ftp://ftp-

fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/IA/technical/pollinator

2.pdf 

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/IA/technical/pollinator2.pdf
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/IA/technical/pollinator2.pdf
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/IA/technical/pollinator2.pdf
ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/IA/technical/pollinator2.pdf


Who do I contact? 

NRCS (county office) 

IDALS: Jim Gillespie or Maury Wills  

Local SWCD Commissioners 



What state cost share is available? 

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/FieldS

ervices/financialAssistance.asp? 



Sensitive Crops List 

APIARY List 
—register annually 

by December 31st 

 

   
The Sensitive Crops Directory will help 

protect honey bees from exposure to 

chemicals that are toxic to bees. By adding the 

locations of your beehives to the registry, 

pesticide applicators will be able to locate and 

minimize exposure to applied pesticides. 

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/Horticulture_and_FarmersMarkets/sensitiveCropDirectory.asp 

http://www.iowaagriculture.gov/Horticulture_and_FarmersMarkets/sensitiveCropDirectory.asp


Pesticide 

Bureau 

Chuck Eckermann, 

Bureau Chief 

515-281-8590 

pesticides@iowaAgriculture.gov 

mailto:pesticides@iowaAgriculture.gov


NSAC guide to the farm bill 

http://sustainableagriculture.net/ 

http://sustainableagriculture.net/


How to get involved? 

PFI member: Local foods documentation 

project 

PFI Cooperator: on-farm research; 

PFIPolicy ListServe and NSAC Weekly Blog 

Apply for SARE funds 



QUESTIONS? 

 



Robert Costanza, the Gordon and Lulie Gund Professor of Ecological Economics, Director of the Gund Institute for Ecological Economics in the 

Rubenstein School of Environment and Natural Resources at the University of Vermont 

Stewardship Farming Industrial Farming Natural Ecosystem 


