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So,	
  Why	
  Do	
  You	
  Want	
  To	
  	
  
Grow	
  Cover	
  Crops?	
  

Nathan	
  Anderson	
  

What	
  is	
  Your	
  Goal?	
  

Our	
  Goals	
  
•  Our	
  goals	
  and	
  expectaEons	
  are	
  complex,	
  and	
  must	
  be	
  
balanced	
  with	
  reality	
  and	
  cross	
  checked	
  with	
  other	
  goals:	
  	
  
– We	
  want	
  our	
  seed	
  to	
  grow.	
  (no	
  chemical	
  carryover,	
  sunlight,	
  
water,	
  good	
  germ,	
  species	
  selecEon)	
  

–  An	
  even	
  stand	
  (balancing	
  aerial	
  broadcast,	
  ground	
  broadcast,	
  
drilled)	
  

–  Provide	
  livestock	
  forage	
  (fall	
  vs.	
  spring	
  grazing)	
  
–  Scavenge	
  nutrients	
  
–  Slow	
  erosion	
  
–  Improve	
  soil	
  quality	
  
–  Suppress	
  weeds	
  

•  There	
  are	
  others,	
  choose	
  what	
  you	
  need	
  
•  Rank	
  or	
  prioriEze	
  your	
  goals	
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Find	
  Your	
  Toolbox	
  

Midwest	
  Cover	
  Crops	
  Council	
  

More	
  Tools:	
  Green	
  Cover	
  Seed	
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Green	
  Cover	
  Seed	
  ConEnued	
  

	
  What	
  Species?	
  
hVp://pracEcalfarmers.org/farmer-­‐knowledge/research-­‐reports/2015/cover-­‐crop-­‐

variety-­‐trial-­‐2014-­‐2015/	
  

•  20	
  lbs/A	
  Winter	
  Rye	
  
•  20	
  lbs/A	
  Spring	
  
Barley	
  

•  10	
  lbs/A	
  Oat	
  
•  3	
  lbs/A	
  Rapeseed	
  
•  1.5	
  lbs/A	
  Brown	
  
Mustard	
  

•  1.5	
  lbs/A	
  Broadleaf	
  
Mustard	
  

•  Seed	
  Cost	
  $27/A	
  
•  Aerial	
  seeded	
  9/7	
  	
  
•  Photo	
  taken	
  10/5	
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•  Photo	
  taken	
  12/6	
  
•  ~1000-­‐1150	
  lbs	
  of	
  
biomass/A	
  

•  Rapeseed	
  plant	
  
•  Photo	
  taken	
  10/29	
  



2/12/16	
  

5	
  

Early	
  Spring	
  2015	
  

Spring	
  2015	
  at	
  termina3on	
  

Links	
  to	
  Resources	
  

•  hVp://www.mccc.msu.edu/	
  
•  hVp://pracEcalfarmers.org/	
  
•  hVps://greencoverseed.com/	
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Thank	
  You	
  

•  n8andy@gmail.com	
  
•  I’d	
  be	
  grateful	
  to	
  
hear	
  your	
  feedback	
  
and	
  thoughts.	
  


