Lacewing Acres’
PFI Field Day
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Lacewing Acres

» Est. 2013
24 member
CSA + Ames market +
small number of business
& restaurant sales

* 2014: 40 member CSA +
Ames market + some
restaurant sales

* 2015: 50 member CSA +
Ames market + restaurant
sales + FarmTable Delivery
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http://rodaleinstitute.org/designing-your-farm-for-weed-management/
http://richardwiswall.com/the-organic-farmer-s-business-handbook/

.”
- )
» _)'. el







SARE's Rotation Planning Steps

(1) organize your information,

(2) develop a general rotation plan (optional),

(3) construct a crop rotation planning map,

(4) plan future crop sequences for each section of the
farm, and

(5) refine your crop sequence plan

Lots of tools online, but some basic ones:


http://www.neon.cornell.edu/croprotation/
http://www.sare.org/Learning-Center/Books/Crop-Rotation-on-Organic-Farms/Text-Version/A-Crop-Rotation-Planning-Procedure/Tips-for-Sequencing-Crops

Excel for Rotation Planning

Alfa Ifa ill be moldboard plowed & disked early spring 2015

Alfalfa, managed by Prairie Bloom Farm  Alfalfa, managed by Prairie Bloom Farm
Winter i i i Alfalfa Alfalfa
Spring
Summer

: Cucurbits, with some early Successions of cover crops to prep for late
Fall I | & Legum (& Swt Pots mgfam) | 2016, early 2017 plantings Alfalfa, manazed by Prairie Bloom Farm

Winter / =~y RyeVetch RyeVetch

Spring

Summer

Fall Tunnels Rotation Garlic/Alliums

15 Winter Garlic/Alliums

16 Spring
]

W 4+ M| Crop Rotation . 2016 Heldover .~ 2015 Untraated Non-organic Seed .~ Org 2016 Seed .~ 2016 Not Organic ¥

My simplified rotation = Allium ->Brassica ->Solanacea ->Cucurbit -> Allium

» Rationale = weed control, and alternating root vs leaf/flower crop

» Will be adjusted as acreage is added, cover cropping increases and perennials
are established
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Relay/Succession planting ‘ Fags

Planting one crop after another in the same space
Essential for CSAs and consistentproduct at market

Caution: It’s easy to get carried away - Must bulld cover
cropping into your planting plan'

Beginner challenge - When to till a crop in? Might still be
producing, but how much? And how long does it take to
harvest?

JUSE Keep swiiming., Plan. i

.,e-‘.
.

Give yourself space!



\\\' / 5 d . '6 ke \‘ \ ) l



( r‘rorlm

http://articles.extension.org/pages/67876/using-cover-

crops-in-organic-systems:-resources-and-research-from-sare
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http://practicalfarmers.org/farmer-knowledge/farminar-archive/mindset-and-method-of-cover-crops-in-vegetable-production/
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Cover Cropping — Lacewing Progression

Lots of challenges!

Seeding thick enough!

Broadcasting vs. roller vs. grain drill!

Early enough to get established!

Planning ahead and making it a priority for
mid-season cover cropping!

Hard in dry seasons without sprinklers!

Getting better every year, but it’s tough!






B\ B » < . Baskets

, » Finger weeders

o - S -+ Sweeps & more!
N4 . Other tools: Flame Weedlng, burlap/ ground cloth covers

Resources: Wiswall’s Busmess Handbook, PSY weed_\ guide



http://extension.psu.edu/business/start-farming/vegetables/factsheets/creating-a-weed-management-plan-for-your-organic-farm

.
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8 Transplantefrs Vs hand transplantmg’ |

*Lots of transplanting at Lacewing due to weed pressure and not- -SO-

——

confident direct seeding technique S
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or ith Chri irrigation



http://practicalfarmers.org/farmer-knowledge/farminar-archive/vegetable-irrigation-basics-for-beginning-farmers/
http://practicalfarmers.org/farmer-knowledge/farminar-archive/vegetable-irrigation-basics-for-beginning-farmers/
http://practicalfarmers.org/farmer-knowledge/farminar-archive/vegetable-irrigation-basics-for-beginning-farmers/
http://practicalfarmers.org/farmer-knowledge/farminar-archive/vegetable-irrigation-basics-for-beginning-farmers/
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