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Inches

Top Soil Lost over Time

Where are we headed
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Cereal rye preceding soybeans            



Planting green
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Why?







Temperature below heavy rye



Temperature below no rye







Mimic Nature   



Feed the Soil



Spring seeded covers work







Variety selection 
of Covers
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Interplanting



107 Years Ago.......Really























36

Soil Health Testing

Laboratory Testing

Haney soil test

Solvita Respiration test
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Soil Your Undies



Can drinking tea help us understand climate change?

Yes. Teabags can provide vital information on the global carbon cycle. And consumers worldwide can improve climate modelling without much effort or 

equipment. That is why we want you, tea consumers, to become tea researchers and help us to plant tea.

The idea
We developed a simple and cheap method to measure decay rate of plant material by using tea. The method consists of burying tea bags with Green tea 

and Rooibos and digging them up ca. three months later. In this period, the tea will decay, and will therefore show what will happen with normal plant 

material in the soil. This method was developed and tested by a team of researchers from the University of Utrecht, Umeå University, The Netherlands 

Institute of Ecology and the Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety Ltd.

The scientific value of this new method has already been acknowledged and experiments are currently running in countries all over the world. Many 

school children and other citizen scientists joined. The idea is to use this new method to collect data on decay rates from all over the world. With this 

data we will make a global soil map, and consequently improve global climate models that use these maps.





www.teatime4science.org

http://www.teatime4science.org
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